Wyoming Game and Fish Department		rev. 10/10/2014 
Strategic Habitat Plan 

Enhancement Habitat Area Narrative

	Region:
	Lander

	Habitat Priority Area Name:
	Upper Wind River Watershed

	Habitat Area Type:
	[bookmark: Check1]|X| Aquatic     |_| Terrestrial    |_| Combined
Stream, riparian, willow, wetland, aspen, sagebrush/grasslands, mountain shrub

	Habitat Issues:
	Barriers to fish movement, fish loss into irrigation diversions, dewatering of stream sections, stream habitat fragmentation, overgrazing of riparian areas, winter habitat conflict on private land,
increasing subdivision of private lands

	Reason Selected:
	 Yellowstone cutthroat are threatened by habitat degradation and species hybridization.

	Area Boundary Description:
	Wind River –Warm Spring Creek (1008000101) and Horse Creek (1008000102) watersheds excluding the Wilderness Areas

	Focal species or species assemblage(s) (limit 6): 

	Yellowstone cutthroat trout (NSS2), white sucker, mountain sucker (NSS3), longnose dace, mountain whitefish (NSS4), and lake chub (NSS3)

	SWAP Tier 1       species:

	Yellowstone cutthroat trout, boreal toad


	Solutions or actions:
	· Apply prescribed fire or other vegetation treatments to revert older age class upland communities to early seral stages, regenerate fire-dependant communities (e.g., aspen), enhance water and nutrient cycling, disperse herbivores, and restore a mosaic of multi-aged communities.
· Rehabilitate or eliminate improperly designed or unnecessary road and culvert crossings, which are contributing to channel and riparian habitat degradation.
· Assist landowners with proper planning and installation of irrigation diversions to remove fish movement barriers. Negotiate with the landowners to improve water management practices to increase fish survival and habitat and aquatic processes.
· Construct fences (e.g., seep habitat exclosures, corridor fences, riparian pastures) and water developments with cooperating landowners to facilitate reduced frequency, duration, and intensity of grazing, disperse livestock and other herbivores, and passively restore upland and riparian community function.
· Conservation easements could be investigated for the Dunoir Valley to prevent or at least limit further subdivision development.
· Access agreements to cross private lands to adjoining Forest Service lands for sportsmen could be investigated.

	Additional Information:
	

	Land ownership and surface area:
	BLM: 18,302 ac (7%), 
USFS: 197,857 ac (71%), 
State: 6,899 ac (2%), 
Private: 53,498 ac (19%), 
Water: 331 ac (0%), 
Total area: 276,887 ac



