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Enhancement Habitat Area Narrative

	Region:
	Lander

	Habitat Priority Area Name:
	Ocean Lake Watershed

	Habitat Area Type:
	[bookmark: Check1]|X| Aquatic     |_| Terrestrial    |_| Combined
Lake, stream, wetland, grassland, cottonwood, irrigated fields

	Habitat Issues:
	Rangeland erosion, riparian zone overgrazing, stream bank modifications and stream channel destabilization, invasive weeds,
water quality

	Reason Selected:
	Ocean Lake is classified as eutrophic due to water quality impairments.  There is opportunity to improve watershed function and improve water quality through coordinated management actions.    

	Area Boundary Description:
	Fivemile Creek (1008000501) excluding Wind River Reservation lands.

	Focal species or species assemblage(s) (limit 6): 

	Walleye, black crappie, emerald shiner, white sucker, yellow perch, burbot (NSS3)

	SWAP Tier 1       species:

	No SWAP Tier 1 species.


	Solutions or actions:
	· Install drop structures, which slow water velocities in the drains to prevent further down cutting and limit bank cutting.
· Fence along the drains to keep livestock from overgrazing the riparian zone and breaking down the banks. The healthy riparian vegetation protects the bank from erosion and limits lateral movement inside the drains.
· Field drains culverts, which return the water from the fields in a controlled manner to prevent bank erosion.
· Reseed to establish vegetation along poorly vegetated drains.
· Install water gaps to provide water to private landowner’s livestock all year.  
· Add diversion dikes to return water from the fields to the drain culverts. This has the added benefit of allowing Midvale Irrigation District access to maintain the drains.
· Continue working with the Ocean Lake Watershed steering Committee.
· Enhance or create wetlands to assist with filtering water where opportunities develop.


	Additional Information:
	Ocean Lake is very shallow along the edges due to sediments deposited from the drains. The lake clears up each winter, during ice up, and stays clear until the spring, when the spring winds turn the lake turbid. Once the bottom sediment is re-suspended by wind and wave action it does not settle out until the next ice formation. This is due to two major factors: the bottom sediment is mainly fine clay particles which take a very long time to settle out once suspended, and much of the lake is shallower than 10 feet which leaves it prone to re-suspending the sediment every time the wind blows. 
An Ocean Lake Watershed Steering Committee has been formed to improve the watershed to help improve the water quality into Ocean Lake. This watershed planning effort is being facilitated by the Lower Wind River Conservation District.
Ocean Lake WHMA is located within this watershed and Sand Mesa borders the watershed to the north.

	Land ownership and surface area:
	BLM: 0 ac (0%), 
USFS: 0 ac (0%), 
Other Federal: 1,199 ac (2%), 
State: 5,487 ac (8%), 
Private: 54,507 ac (80%), 
Water: 6,992 ac (10%), 
Total area: 68,185 ac



