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Enhancement Habitat Area Narrative

	Region:
	Lander

	Habitat Priority Area Name:
	Main Stem Wind River

	Habitat Area Type:
	[bookmark: Check1]|X| Aquatic     |_| Terrestrial    |_| Combined
Stream, riparian, cottonwood, sagebrush/grassland, irrigated meadows, wetland

	Habitat Issues:
	The main stem of the Wind River is impacted most by the sediment from the Absaroka Mountains from the north. 
Channel modifications due to tie drives, active channelization, willow removal by all methods, extensive bank armoring, and dike development
Increased drainage density associated with roads and trails, improperly engineered stream crossings 
Reduced hydrologic function in upland habitats due to successional progression.
Loss of fish to irrigation diversions

	Reason Selected:
	The main stem Wind River provides numerous fishing opportunities for the public and is presumed to provide wintering habitat for Yellowstone cutthroat.  

	Area Boundary Description:
	Wind River from Wind River Reservation Boundary upstream to the confluence with Horse Creek

	Focal species or species assemblage(s) (limit 6): 

	Yellowstone cutthroat trout (NSS2), mountain whitefish (NSS4), brown trout, snake river cutthroat trout

	SWAP Tier 1       species:

	Yellowstone cutthroat trout, boreal toad


	Solutions or actions:
	·  Rehabilitate or eliminate improperly designed or unnecessary road and culvert crossings, which are contributing to channel and riparian habitat degradation.
· Educational efforts to explain the importance of floods for river health, importance of willows for channel stability, the dangers of bank armoring and dike development.
· Assist landowners with irrigation diversion design to allow for fish passage, proper sizing and placement of bridges, and to protect and reestablish vegetation along rivers (e.g. willows).
· Apply prescribed fire or other vegetation treatments to revert older age class upland communities to early serial stages, regenerate fire-dependant communities (e.g., aspen, true mountain mahogany), enhance water and nutrient cycling, disperse herbivores, and restore a mosaic of multi-aged communities.
· Construct fences (e.g., seep and spring exclosures, corridor fences, riparian pastures) and water developments with cooperating landowners to facilitate reduced frequency, duration, and intensity of grazing, disperse livestock and other herbivores, and passively restore upland and riparian community function.


	Additional Information:
	The Wyoming Game and Fish has 6.5 miles of public fishing access along the Wind River. With the combination of Forest Service, WGFD PAA’s and BLM lands fishermen have access to 50.8% of the river miles above the Reservation boundary.

	Land ownership and surface area:
	BLM: 940 ac (14%), 
USFS: 0 ac (0%), 
State: 697 ac (10%), 
Private: 5,001 ac (73%), 
Water: 222 ac (3%), 
Total area: 6,860 ac



