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Crucial Habitat Area Narrative

	Region:
	Lander

	Habitat Priority Area Name:
	 Wind River Basin Sauger

	Habitat Area Type (s):
	[bookmark: Check1]|X| Aquatic     |_| Terrestrial    |_| Combined
Reservoir, stream, riparian, willow, wetland, aspen, sagebrush/grasslands

	Habitat Values:
	The upper end of Boysen Reservoir and approximately 20 river miles of Wind River upstream from the reservoir provide the only known nursery habitat for sauger within the Wind River drainage.
Connected river and reservoir system provides crucial habitat for various sauger life stages.  Saugers spawn in the Little Wind and Popo Agie rivers. Larvae drift from the spawning areas in the rivers to the Wind River and Boysen Reservoir, reside in the river upstream from the reservoir and reservoir headwaters as juveniles, move upstream to the river system upon reaching sexual maturity, and then reside in the riverine habitat.

	Reason Selected:
	The native sauger population in the Wind River watershed is one of the last genetically pure sauger populations in the Missouri River drainage and as a result has high conservation value. 
Populations have seen dramatic declines compared to levels seen in the early 2000’s.

	Area Boundary Description:
	Boysen Reservoir to the upper extents of sauger distribution. Wind River up to Diversion Dam, Popo Agie River up to confluence with North Fork Popo Agie River, Little Popo Agie River up to confluence with Willow Creek, and Little Wind River up to Sub-Agency Ditch Diversion.

	Focal species or species assemblage(s) (limit 6): 


SWAP Tier 1       species:

	Sauger (NSS3), burbot (NSS3), flathead chub (NSS4), stonecat (NSS5), shorthead redhorse (NSS5), and river carpsucker (NSS5)

Yellowstone cutthroat trout, boreal toad


	Solutions or actions:
	Sauger management must involve maintenance of natural fluvial processes. Reservoir development upstream from Boysen Reservoir could be a major threat to sauger through changes in water temperature and flow regimes. Any structures, land management practices, or energy development (e.g. coal bed methane discharge waters) that alters fluvial processes could have detrimental impacts on the sauger population in the Wind River watershed. Since Boysen Reservoir is a sauger nursery, water releases should be managed for sauger.

	Additional Information:
	The core sauger populations, in the riverine portion of their distribution, occur within the boundaries of the Wind River Reservation and are managed by the Shoshone and Arapahoe tribes. The management of sauger and their habitat is multi-jurisdictional by WGFD, Shoshone and Arapaho tribes of the Wind River Reservation, BLM, and BOR.

	General land ownership and surface area:
	BLM: 4,867 ac (4%), 
USFS: 0 ac (0%), 
Other Federal: 11,192 ac (9%), 
State: 6,605 ac (5%), 
Private: 77,180 ac (63%), 
Water: 22,411 ac (18%), 
Total area: 122,255 ac




