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Enhancement Habitat Area Narrative

	Region:
	Lander

	Habitat Priority Area Name:
	Chokecherry Rim

	Habitat Area Type (s):
	[bookmark: Check1]|_| Aquatic     |X| Terrestrial    |_| Combined
Sagebrush/grassland, saltbush flats, mixed mountain shrub (bitterbrush and mountain mahogany), riparian, and rimrock cliffs.

	Habitat Issues:
	-Impacts from wind power development
-Grazing management
-Noxious weeds
-Fencing
-Shrub density and age class distribution

	Reason Selected:
	-Impending development for wind power with concurrent opportunities for habitat improvements and mitigation.
-The area provides mule deer winter and transitional ranges, raptor nesting habitat, sage grouse nesting and brood rearing habitat, even though it is not listed as sage grouse core area.

	Area Boundary Description:
	Southern boundary is Bolten Rim, and additional rimrock cliffs make up the Western boundary.  Other boundaries encompass bitterbrush and mountain mahogany communities that provide winter and transitional habitat for mule deer.

	Focal species or species assemblage(s) (limit 6): 


SWAP Tier 1       species:

	Mule deer, pronghorn, sage grouse, ferruginous hawk, Wyoming pocket gopher, mountain plover.   

Bald Eagle, Burrowing Owl, Common Loon, Ferruginous Hawk, Greater Sage-grouse, Mountain Plover, Northern Goshawk, Wyoming Pocket Gopher


	Solutions or actions:
	-Focus on mule deer late-summer and fall transition habitats to address the Department’s Mule Deer Working Group’s recommendation for increased emphasis on improving fawn productivity and survival.  Enhancement of forb, shrub and aspen communities are prioritized.
-Improve forage for mule deer and pronghorn by conducting habitat treatments, such as:  sagebrush thinning, control of noxious and invasive weeds, and a variety of treatments to improve health and diversity of mixed mountain shrub communities.
-Manage livestock use in the area to improve riparian habitats.
-Work with area landowners and BLM to convert fencing to wildlife friendly designs.

	Additional Information:
	

	General land ownership and surface area:
	BLM: 26,618 ac (44%), 
USFS: 0 ac (0%), 
State: 1,869 ac (3%), 
Private: 32,609 ac (53%), 
Water: 85 ac (0%), 
Total area: 61,182 ac=




