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Enhancement Habitat Area Narrative

	Region:
	Jackson

	Habitat Priority Area Name:
	Spring Creek/Teton to Snake

	Habitat Area Type (s):
	[bookmark: Check1]|_| Aquatic     |_| Terrestrial    |X| Combined
Stream, riparian, wetland, cottonwood, aspen, willow

	Habitat Issues:
	Private lands development:  The Snake River levee system protects private property but disconnects spring creeks from the sediment flushing flows of spring run-off.  Sediments now deposit on the streambed making streams shallower, wider, warmer in the summer, and vegetation choked.  
Fish passage:  Irrigation structures, road culverts, and off channel ponds within the Spring Creek/ Teton to Snake unit impede fish migration during low winter stream flows.  
Vegetation in late succession: Vegetation in upland communities is in late succession due to long-term exclusion of wildfire and many aspen stands are heavily encroached by conifers.  Sub-alpine areas that were historical bighorn sheep habitat are encroached by conifers and shrubs.  Nearly all areas are identified as Wildland-Urban Interface, making it difficult to manage natural wildfires for resource benefit.
Noxious weeds: Control efforts are needed to reduce weeds spreading to big game crucial winter, transitional, and parturition ranges, which can have major effects on the productivity of these habitats.
Increasing recreation activity: The public demand for expanded trail networks and backcountry access can fragment habitat.

	Reasons Selected:
	The Snake River maintains a Snake River cutthroat trout sport fishery of national importance and maintaining and improving the spring streams that support that fishery is essential.  The majority of suitable spawning habitats occur on deeded lands in the spring creek tributaries between Cottonwood Creek in Grand Teton National Park and the Hoback River.    
The area provides important terrestrial wildlife values (big game winter/transitional ranges and migration routes) but has advanced vegetation successional stages, increasing private lands development, and increasing recreation in frontcountry areas.  Bridger-Teton National Forest is interested in cooperatively designing fuels reduction projects in the Wildland-Urban Interface.  

	Area Boundary Description:
	The stream corridors of Spring, Cody, Blue Crane, Flat and Fish within these 6th order HUCs: Spring Creek 170401030101, Fish Creek 170401030103, Middle Flat Creek 170401030201, Upper Flat Creek 170401030202, and Lower Flat Creek 170401030205.  The corridors begin where sub surface water enters the spring creeks and ends downstream at the confluence of the Snake River.

	Focal species or species assemblage(s) (limit 6): 
SWAP Tier 1       species:

	Snake River cutthroat trout (NSS4), brown trout, mountain sucker, elk, moose, bighorn sheep
 Bald Eagle, Bluehead Sucker, Boreal Toad, Canada Lynx, Common Loon, Ferruginous Hawk, Great Basin Spadefoot, Great Gray Owl, Greater Sage-grouse, Northern Goshawk, Townsend's Big-eared Bat


	Solutions or actions:
	· Coordinate and conduct inventories and aquatic and terrestrial enhancement projects with land managers and private land owners.
· Provide expert advice and review of stream projects implemented by consulting firms, real estate developers, and landowners to minimize impacts and maximize aquatic benefits.
· Coordinate with NRCS and private landowners to improve fish passage, flood conveyance and irrigation efficiency.
· Coordinate with NRCS, Teton Conservation District and private landowners to improve water quality and riparian habitat.
· Coordinate with BTNF on the Teton to Snake Fuels Reduction Project and provide funding for prescribed burns to enhance aspen communities and bighorn sheep winter and transitional ranges.
· Work with developers to improve understanding the effects of land development.  
· Utilize beaver trapping and transplants to enhance habitats behind the levee system.
· Work with private landowners and the Jackson Hole Wildlife Foundation on converting fences to be wildlife-friendly.
· Work with BTNF to limit recreation activity and trail building in important wildlife habitats, particularly around Munger Mountain, Teton Pass, and south of the Jackson Hole Mountain Resort.
· Improve habitats on South Park, Horse Creek, and Camp Creek Wildlife Habitat Management Areas through wetland development, noxious weeds control, haying, and other approaches.
· Provide expertise and support for conservation easements, particularly in big game winter ranges and migration routes, riparian areas, and sage grouse winter habitats.
· Work cooperatively with WDOT to mitigate impacts to fish and wildlife from road expansion and pathway development projects.

	Additional Information:
	


	General land ownership and surface area:
	BLM: 453 ac (0%), 
USFS: 85,380 ac (73%), 
Other Federal: 914 ac (1%), 
State: 1,573 ac (1%), 
Private: 26,975 ac (23%), 
Water: 933 ac (1%), 
Total area: 116,228 ac





