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Enhancement Habitat Area Narrative

	Region:
	Jackson 

	Habitat Priority Area Name:
	Greys River Basin 

	Habitat Area Type (s):
	[bookmark: Check1]|_| Aquatic     |_| Terrestrial    |X| Combined
Stream, riparian, wetland, cottonwood, willow, aspen, montane meadows, mountain shrub

	Habitat Issues:
	Lack of vegetative habitat diversity: The majority of the vegetation communities are in late to climax seral stages with little age class diversity.  Aspen declines have adverse impacts on watershed function and health and big game habitats.
Fish passage: Existing road culverts restrict aquatic species migration and increase sediment loading into migration and spawning habitats.
Degradation of channel and riparian habitats:  Historic and current grazing, timber harvest, and recreational practices have resulted in channelized and eroded rivers and streams.  In addition, many riparian areas are over-browsed with few younger age class plants present.
Increasing recreation: Motorized recreation is largely unregulated, especially in the winter, causing impacts to big game seasonal ranges and stream corridors.

	Reason Selected:
	The Greys River watershed has 319 miles of free flowing stream with historic spawning and rearing habitat for the entire native fish assemblage.  The enhancement area provides wild cutthroat trout population recruitment to the Snake River.  The Bridger Teton National Forest manages 316 miles of the stream and there is opportunity for cooperative enhancement projects at a watershed scale for a multitude of wildlife species.  

This area provides important summer and transitional habitats for the Wyoming Range Mule Deer Herd.  Habitat enhancement was identified by the public as a priority in the Wyoming Range Mule Deer Initiative.

	Area Boundary Description:
	The entire Greys River Enhancement area is 5th order HUC Greys River (1704010305) 

	Focal species or species assemblage(s) (limit 6): 

SWAP Tier 1       species:

	Snake River cutthroat trout (NSS4), mountain whitefish (NSS4), mountain sucker, mule deer, elk

Bald Eagle, Boreal Toad, Canada Lynx, Common Loon, Ferruginous Hawk, Great Gray Owl, Northern Goshawk, Townsend's Big-eared Bat


	Solutions or actions:
	Specific actions recommended:
· Advocate for the Greys and Little Greys Rivers and their tributaries to remain free flowing.
· Coordinate and conduct inventories and habitat enhancement projects with Bridger-Teton National Forest, Star Valley Conservation District, and grazing permitees
· Remove fish passage barriers
· Develop and implement prescribed fire projects, including identification of areas for managed wildfires, to maintain aquatic and terrestrial habitats for the long term health of the watershed.  Special attention should be paid to aspen communities.
· Use results from the Wyoming Range Mule Deer Study (currently being conducted by the Wyoming Cooperative Fish and Wildlife Research Unit) to prioritize habitats for treatment to benefit mule deer.  Summer and transitional ranges should be considered.
· Support federal managers in managing natural wildfires to set back vegetation succession to early seral stages, especially in aspen, mountain shrub, willow, and cottonwood communities.
· Encourage and assist land managers with riparian campsite management and public education projects.
· Promote, plan, and implement large woody debris recruitment and retention projects in Greys and Little Greys Rivers.
· Identify and inventory native fish spawning and migration habitats.
· Encourage and support the Greys River Ranger District, Bridger-Teton National Forest to develop winter and summer travel plans to limit recreation activity in important seasonal habitats and stream corridors.
· Support Bridger-Teton National Forest and livestock permitees to implement grazing plans based on forage and soil conditions. 
· Encourage the investigation of beaver populations and trapping pressure.  
· Utilize beaver trapping and transplants to enhance habitats by naturally flooding willow and cottonwood communities.

	Additional Information:
	The Wyoming Cooperative Fish and Wildlife Research Unit is currently conducting the Wyoming Range Mule Deer Study to better understand the nutritional carrying capacity of the habitat for the Wyoming Range Mule Deer Herd.  Results from this study will help target habitat enhancement strategies and locations to benefit mule deer.


	General land ownership and surface area:	
	BLM: 0 ac (0%), 
USFS: 278,175 ac (100%), 
State: 0 ac (0%), 
Private: 368 ac (0%), 
Total area: 278,543 ac





