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Enhancement Habitat Area Narrative

	Region:
	Jackson 

	Habitat Priority Area Name:
	Spring Creeks Corridors 

	Habitat Area Type (s):
	|X| Aquatic     |_| Terrestrial    |_| Combined
Stream, riparian, wetland, cottonwood, willow

	Habitat Issues:
	Altered and degraded spring creeks within the low-grade valley: Human development and agriculture changed the hydrology with diversions, dewatering, and channelization.  
Riparian area degradation:  historic and current land uses converted wetlands and riparian area into cultivated vegetative communities or non-vegetated housing developments.  Removal of willows and other woody riparian vegetation has destabilized stream banks and resulted in erosion, high sediment stream loads, degraded water quality, and lower quality trout habitat.

	Reason Selected:
	The public desires healthy Spring creeks and they are important for maintain native cutthroat trout fisheries. However the Spring creeks are degraded by several past and ongoing impacts and there are opportunities to address impacts ranging from past stabilization attempts, ponds, and elk overuse. 

	Area Boundary Description:
	The stream corridors of Spring, Cody, Blue Crane, Flat and Fish within these 6th order HUCs: Spring Creek 170401030101, Fish Creek 170401030103, Middle Flat Creek 170401030201, Upper Flat Creek 170401030202, and Lower Flat Creek 170401030205.  The corridors begin where sub surface water enters the spring creeks and ends downstream at the confluence of the Snake River.

	Focal species or species assemblage(s) (limit 6): 


SWAP Tier 1       species:

	Snake River cutthroat trout (NSS4), bluehead sucker (NSS1), and mountain whitefish (NSS4), and mountain sucker
bluehead sucker, boreal toad, Great Basin spadefoot


	Solutions or actions:
	· Provide expert advice and review of stream projects implemented by consulting firms, real estate developers, and landowners to minimize impacts and maximize aquatic benefits.
· Conduct inventories and enhancements with land managers and owners.
· Develop enhancement and maintenance projects with private landowners to provide sustainable spawning gravels, pools, overhead cover, and migration routes for native Snake River cutthroat trout.  
· Restore, maintain, and ensure access to spawning habitats adjacent to areas of extensive subdivision throughout the Jackson Hole area. 
· Coordinate with irrigators, NRCS, Teton Conservation District, and private landowners to improve flood conveyance, irrigation efficiency, and aquatic habitat migration routes. 
· Coordinate with NRCS, Teton Conservation District and private landowners to improve water quality and riparian habitat. 
· Work with developers to improve understanding the effects of land development on the watershed.
· Inventory and develop strategies with wildlife manager regarding resident and wintering elk impacts to spawning habitats.

	Additional Information:
	Private land dominates the spring creeks in Jackson Hole.  In the last 20 years, land and water use transitioned from agriculture and irrigation to residential development.  Many ponds have been constructed along with high end housing which influence spring creek temperatures, sediment loading, water chemistry, and the aquatic vegetative community.  Finally, the population of elk in these residential areas is increasing and a portion of Flat Creek is on two elk feedgrounds.  These elk cross the spring creeks and degrade spawning habitats.  The resolution is educating and collaborating with private landowners to enhance habitat diversity, expand spawning and provide connectivity with the Snake River.

	General land ownership and surface area:	
	BLM: 496 ac (2%), 
USFS: 2,483 ac (10%), 
Other Federal: 3,488 ac (14%), 
State: 567 ac (2%), 
Private: 17,672 ac (69%), 
Water: 828 ac (3%), 
Total area: 25,534 ac




