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Enhancement Habitat Area Narrative

	Region:
	Jackson 

	Habitat Priority Area Name:
	Hoback River Corridor

	Habitat Area Type (s):
	|X| Aquatic     |_| Terrestrial    |_| Combined
Stream, riparian, willow

	Habitat Issues:
	Fish passage and migration: Existing irrigation structures, dewatering, channelization, and road culverts restrict aquatic species migration.  Headwater habitats sustain wild cutthroat trout populations but there is limited connectivity within the watershed’s lower reaches.  In addition, tributaries are high gradient, provide poor wintering habitat and have high seasonal flow variation.  The corridor provides refuge during the limiting winter and spring seasons.
Altered and degraded spring creeks within the low-grade valley: Human development and agriculture changed the hydrology with diversions, dewatering, and channelization.  Land practices are changing from agriculture to housing development and small acreage horse properties.
Riparian area degradation:  Historic and current agricultural and grazing practices have resulted in degraded riparian areas.  Agricultural grasses replaced native riparian grasses and willows.  Destabilized stream banks have resulted in erosion, high sediment loads, degraded water quality and lower quality trout habitat.  

	Reason Selected:
	The upper Hoback River basin provides over 260 miles of free flowing stream with historic spawning and rearing habitat for the entire native fish assemblage.  Fish passage barriers removal within this enhancement area will provide critical benefits to native Snake River cutthroat trout.  In addition, there is an opportunity for cooperative enhancement projects at a watershed scale for a multitude of wildlife species.  

	Area Boundary Description:
	The Hoback River Corridor is the private lands along Hoback River both within Poison Creek HUC (170401030401), Miller Draw (170401030305) and Kilgore Creek HUC (170401030302), Kilgore Creek (170401030302) South Fork and North Fork Fisherman Creek, Fisherman Creek within the Fisherman Creek HUC (170401030303), Muddy Creek within Muddy Creek HUC (170401030304), Jack Creek and Porcupine Creek within Jack Creek HUC (170401030306),  and Jenny Creek, Dell Creek and West Dell Creek, Rock Creek, House Creek, Mill Creek within Dell Creek HUC (170401030307) 

	Focal species or species assemblage(s) (limit 6): 
SWAP Tier 1       species:

	 Snake River cutthroat trout (NSS4), mountain whitefish (NSS4), and mountain sucker
bluehead sucker, boreal toad, Great Basin spadefoot

	Solutions or actions:
	· Provide expert advice and review of stream projects implemented by consulting firms, real estate developers, and landowners to minimize impacts and maximize aquatic benefits.
· Conduct inventories and enhancements with land managers and owners.
· Develop enhancement and maintenance projects with private landowners to provide sustainable spawning gravels, pools, overhead cover, and migration routes for native Snake River cutthroat trout.  
· Restore, maintain, and ensure access to spawning habitats adjacent to areas of extensive subdivision throughout the Jackson Hole area. 
· Coordinate with irrigators, NRCS, Sublette County Conservation District, and private landowners to improve flood conveyance, irrigation efficiency, and aquatic habitat migration routes. 
· Coordinate with NRCS, Sublette County Conservation District and private landowners to improve water quality and riparian habitat. 
· Work with developers to improve understanding of the effects of land development on the watershed.
· Promote, plan, and implement large woody debris recruitment and retention projects in Jacks, Dell, Kilgore, the Fisherman Creeks, and Hoback River.

	Additional Information:
	

	General land ownership and surface area:	
	BLM: 0 ac (0%), 
USFS: 609 ac (9%), 
State: 0 ac (0%), 
Private: 5,892 ac (91%), 
Total area: 6,501 ac




