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Crucial Habitat Area Narrative

	Region:
	Jackson

	Habitat Priority Area Name:
	Upper Hoback River

	Habitat Area Type (s):
	[bookmark: Check1]|X| Aquatic     |_| Terrestrial    |_| Combined
Stream, riparian, wetland, aspen, willow

	Habitat Values:
	Native fish spawning, rearing, and migration habitats; streams sustain good channel form, free flowing pattern, native fish migration, and connection to healthy riparian habitat.  

	Reason Selected:
	Upper Hoback River crucial area provides over 300 miles of historic spawning and rearing habitat for the entire native fish assemblage.  These streams provide wild cutthroat trout populations recruitment from upper Hoback River to the Snake River.

	Area Boundary Description:
	Nine 6th order HUCs: Kilgore Creek 170401030302, Muddy Creek 170401030304, Miller Draw 170401030305, Jack Creek 170401030306, Dell Creek 170401030307, Cliff Creek 170401030402, Shoal Creek 170401030403, Upper Willow Creek 170401030406, Lower Willow Creek 170401030407.  USFS Wilderness was excluded from the area boundary

	Focal species or species assemblage(s) (limit 6): 


SWAP Tier 1       species:

	Snake River cutthroat trout (NSS4), bluehead sucker (NSS1), mountain whitefish (NSS4), and mountain sucker
bluehead sucker, boreal toad, Great Basin spadefoot


	Solutions or actions:
	· Conduct inventories and enhancements with the BTNF, Star Valley Conservation District, and grazing permitees.
· Remove fish passage barriers.
· Maintain the upper reaches of Upper Hoback River and tributaries as free flowing and interconnected
· Assist federal managers in identifying and managing natural started wildland fire to enhance aspen, and willow and communities.
· Utilize beaver trapping and transplants to enhance habitats.
· Assist land managers in identifying and inventorying native fish spawning and migration habitats.

	Additional Information:
	

	General land ownership and surface area:
	BLM: 1,611 ac (1%), 
USFS: 237,970 ac (92%), 
State: 0 ac (0%), 
Private: 18,991 ac (7%), 
Total area: 258,572 ac




