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Crucial Habitat Area Narrative

	Region:
	Jackson

	Habitat Priority Area Name:
	Snake River Corridor

	Habitat Area Type (s):
	[bookmark: Check1]|X| Aquatic     |_| Terrestrial    |_| Combined
Stream, riparian, wetland, cottonwood, aspen, willow

	Habitat Values:
	Native and sport fish spawning, rearing, and migration habitats

	Reason Selected:
	The Snake River is a sport fishery of national importance.  Where natural river banks occur, they are relatively stable with a healthy riparian area and an alluvial/glacial floodplain.  Reaches of river unimpeded by levees are critical to native Snake River cutthroat trout and bluehead suckers.

	Area Boundary Description:
	Snake River corridor is made up of two 5th Order HUCs: Spread Creek 1704010105 and Fall Creek 1704010301. The corridor is the perennial Snake River starting at Jackson Lake Dam and ending downstream at Palisades Reservoir.

	Focal species or species assemblage(s) (limit 6): 


SWAP Tier 1       species:

	Snake River cutthroat trout (NSS4), bluehead sucker (NSS1), mountain whitefish (NSS4)
bluehead sucker, northern leatherside chub, boreal toad, Great Basin spadefoot


	Solutions or actions:
	Long-term impacts have been evaluated and mitigation strategies developed by Bridger Teton National Forest, Grand Teton National Park, Teton Conservation District, Army Corps. of Engineers Bureau of Reclamation, Teton County Road and Levee and WGFD to maintain the Snake River below Jackson Dam.
Specific actions recommended:
· Continue coordination, inventories, and enhancement projects with the land managers and owners.
· Assist federal landowners identifying and managing natural started wildland fire to enhance aspen, willow and cottonwood communities.
· Utilize beaver trapping and transplants to enhance habitats behind the levee system.
· Assist land managers in identifying and inventorying native fish spawning and migration habitats.


	Additional Information:
	The corridor is part of the Snake River Headwaters Legacy Act 2009 - Wild and Scenic Rivers Act (WSRA).  The legislation provides permanent protection for free-flowing rivers.  Therefore, it prohibits federal support for actions such as the construction of dams or other instream activities that would harm the river’s free-flowing condition, water quality, or outstanding resource values.
Flow in the Snake River proper is regulated by Jackson Lake Dam while all tributaries within the Lower Snake River Basin are free flowing.  Levees between Moose and South Park are for flood protection.  Substrate is approximately 50% cobble in the mainstem of the Snake River.  The combined effects of Jackson Lake Dam and the levee system have altered flow regimes, instream habitat, and riparian function.  Levees and lack of flooding negatively affected spring creeks and cottonwood regeneration outside the levee system.  Therefore, the unimpeded reaches of river are critical to native Snake River cutthroat trout and bluehead suckers.

	General land ownership and surface area:
	BLM: 933 ac (2%), 
USFS: 15,906 ac (29%), 
Other Federal: 15,682 ac (29%), 
State: 1,325 ac (2%), 
Private: 16,521 ac (31%), 
Water: 3,703 ac (7%), 
Total area: 54,070 ac




