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Crucial Habitat Area Narrative

	Region:
	Jackson 

	Habitat Priority Area Name:
	Salt River Corridor

	Habitat Area Type (s):
	|X| Aquatic     |_| Terrestrial    |_| Combined
Stream, riparian, wetland, cottonwood, willow

	Habitat Values:
	Native and sport fish spawning, rearing, and migration habitats

	Reason Selected:
	The Salt River Corridor crucial area is a 35-mile long sport fishery of regional importance in Star Valley.  Protecting existing functional habitats is desired as land and water use trends in the last decade have transitioned from agriculture and irrigation to residential development and ornamental ponds.  

	Area Boundary Description:
	The corridor of the Salt River starts at the headwaters of the upper Salt River and Spring Creek downstream to Palisade Reservoir.  This flows through three 5th order HUC’s – Upper Salt 1704010501, Middle Salt 1704010502, and Lower Salt River 1704010503

	Focal species or species assemblage(s) (limit 6): 


SWAP Tier 1       species:

	Snake River cutthroat trout (NSS4), bluehead sucker (NSS1), mountain whitefish (NSS4), brown trout

bluehead sucker, boreal toad, Great Basin spadefoot


	Solutions or actions:
	· Provide expert advice and review of stream projects implemented by consulting firms, real estate developers, and landowners to minimize impacts and maximize aquatic benefits.
· Investigate the feasibility of stabilizing a stream with the geomorphology, natural meander pattern, and agricultural history of the Salt River.
· Coordinate with NRCS and private landowners to improve fish passage, flood conveyance and irrigation efficiency.
· Coordinate with NRCS, Star Valley Conservation District and private landowners to improve water quality and riparian habitat.
· Work with developers to improve understanding the effects of land development on the watershed.  

	Additional Information:
	Private land dominates the valley.  

	General land ownership and surface area:
	BLM: 270 ac (1%), 
USFS: 1,089 ac (5%), 
Other Federal: 36 ac (0%), 
State: 590 ac (3%), 
Private: 20,520 ac (91%), 
Water: 3 ac (0%), 
Total area: 22,508 ac




