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Enhancement Habitat Area Narrative

	Region:
	Green River

	Habitat Priority Area Name:
	Lower Green River Corridor


	Habitat Area Type:
	[bookmark: Check1]|X| Aquatic     |_| Terrestrial    |_| Combined
Stream, riparian, cottonwood, wetland, willow

	Habitat Issues:
	Increasing demands for energy development and other land uses in the Green River watershed cumulatively threaten water quality and physical habitat in the Green River corridor.  
Reservoir water management is an issue in maintaining a productive fishery in the tailwater. Timing, volumes, and season of flows released from Fontenelle are important for meeting life stage habitat needs to maintain a productive fishery. 
Russian olive and tamarisk invasion threatens to disrupt riparian ecosystem processes, including degradation or possibly elimination of essential life stage habitat needs for many aquatic and terrestrial wildlife species.
Fontenelle Dam itself has changed the character of the Green River by disconnecting the river from the historic floodplain via sediment hungry flow releases causing river channel entrenchment.  
Loss of elevated water tables and  a gradual decline of cottonwood, willows, and other riparian vegetation.
The loss of available cottonwood snags to the river as large woody debris recruitment has diminished instream cover that provides velocity refugia, and is one of the major factors limiting fisheries production in the river.
Over-winter survival is the primary factor limiting trout populations in the lower Green River.

	Reason Selected:
	The lower Green River supports a regionally important recreational sport fishery.  Opportunity exists to work with USFWS Seedskadee NWR to implement instream habitat improvement structures through the refuge of the river to benefit the fisheries and other wildlife.

	Area Boundary Description:
	The lower Green River riparian corridor between Fontenelle Dam and the inflow area of Flaming Gorge Reservoir at Davis Bottom.

	Focal species or species assemblage(s) (limit 6): 

	Rainbow trout, brown trout, kokanee, cutthroat trout, mountain whitefish (NSS4)

	SWAP Tier 1       species:

	bluehead sucker, Colorado River cutthroat trout, flannelmouth sucker, Great Basin spadefoot, midget faded rattlesnake

	Solutions or actions:
	· Promote water management that provides reservoir pool levels and water releases from Fontenelle Dam that sustain suitable habitat for maintaining fisheries in both the reservoir and tailwater fisheries.    
· Advocate sound livestock grazing practices for the tailwater riparian zone.
· Advocate habitat protection and minimize habitat impacts created by energy development activities.
· Promote a coordinated effort to strategically inventory, prioritize, plan, implement, and monitor multiple phased control projects to effectively control Russian olive and tamarisk, while sustaining native riparian tree and shrub communities.
· Work with Seedskadee NWR, the City of Green River, and other landowners to develop instream river structure projects that mimic lost large woody debris and provide cover and velocity refugia for trout.  Identify key river locations where rock sill structures can be used to elevate the local river level to reconnect lateral side channels with the mainstem and provide over-winter habitat for trout.

	Additional Information:
	

	Land ownership and surface area:
	BLM: 1,188 ac (2%), 
USFS: 2,932 ac (6%), 
Other Federal: 21,152 ac (44%), 
State: 1,982 ac (4%), 
Local Gvt: 186 ac (0%), 
Private: 16,581 ac (34%), 
Water: 4,330 ac (9%), 
Total area: 48,351 ac



