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Crucial Habitat Area Narrative

	Region:
	Green River

	Habitat Priority Area Name:
	Upper Little Snake River


	Habitat Area Type:
	[bookmark: Check1]|X| Aquatic     |_| Terrestrial    |_| Combined
Stream, riparian, lotic wetland, bogs, willow, alder, aspen, tall forb, conifer

	Habitat Values:



	The North Fork, West Branch of the North Fork, and upper Roaring Fork of the Little Snake River provide habitat for core populations of genetically pure Colorado River cutthroat trout and sensitive native amphibian and reptile species.

	Reason Selected:
	The crucial area contains the largest known, essentially pure population of Colorado River cutthroat trout remaining in its native range. Habitat maintenance and protection will be required to conserve these important CRC populations over time. 

	Area Boundary Description:
	The North Fork, West Branch of the North Fork, and Roaring Fork of the Little Snake River watersheds in Wyoming.

	Focal species or species assemblage(s) (limit 6): 

	Colorado River cutthroat trout (NSS2), boreal toad (NSS1), smooth green snake (NSS2), northern leopard frog (NSSU, ) Mountain sucker (NSS3), mottled sculpin (NSS4)

	SWAP Tier 1       species:
	Colorado River cutthroat trout, roundtail chub, boreal toad


	Solutions or actions:
	· Conduct aspen restoration to restore beaver habitat and watershed health/function.  
· Promote sound livestock grazing management practices.
· Manage elk population levels so that aspen regeneration is not inhibited or suppressed by excessive browsing.
· Maintain fish barriers on Roaring Fork, North Fork and West Branch to protect the native CRC populations found in these streams.

	Additional Information:
	Issues include:
· Stream water use, channel erosion, sediment yield associated with the Cheyenne Board of Public Utilities Stage II trans-basin water diversion remains the largest habitat issue in the headwaters area of the North Fork Little Snake River drainage.
· The loss of healthy aspen stands to conifer encroachment is slowly deteriorating potential for watershed productivity and function, and has significantly reduced available habitat for beaver in the West Branch downstream of Rabbit Creek.  
Pine Bark beetles are reducing lodgepole pine forests throughout the Sierra Madre Range.  A catastrophic wild fire could reduce or eliminate CRC populations in the headwaters by warming the water during the fire, introducing ash and silt (which will adversely affect spawning habitat and aquatic insect life) and eliminating stream shading.  However, longer term post fire ecological changes are expected to be beneficial for CRC habitat.

	Land ownership and surface area:
	BLM: 0 ac (0%), 
USFS: 36,810 ac (90%), 
State: 1,213 ac (3%), 
Private: 3,032 ac (7%), 
Total area: 41,055 ac



