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Crucial Habitat Area Narrative


	Region:
	Green River

	Habitat Priority Area Name:
	Sage Creek 3BF


	Habitat Area Type:
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Aquatic      FORMCHECKBOX 
 Terrestrial     FORMCHECKBOX 
 Combined

Stream, riparian, willow, aspen, conifer

	Habitat Values:


	Upper Sage Creek provides habitat for a remnant conservation population of Colorado River cutthroat trout.    

	Reason Selected:
	Protect habitat for a conservation population of Colorado River cutthroat trout and the associated native fish species assemblage.

	Area Boundary Description:
	Sage Creek watershed upstream of the Sage Creek Ranch Headquarters 

	Focal species or species assemblage(s) (limit 6): 


	Colorado River cutthroat trout (NSS2), northern leopard frog (NSS4), mottled sculpin  

	SWAP Tier 1       species:


	boreal toad, Great Basin spadefoot



	Solutions or actions:
	· Investigate opportunity with the private landowner to develop a comprehensive CRC population and habitat restoration project for Sage Creek.

· Work with the Wasatch-Cache National Forest and private landowner to advocate sound aspen restoration efforts and grazing practices.

· Enhance watershed segments that maintain potential for restoring woody riparian vegetation, and subsequently encourage expansion of beaver colonies into suitable habitat where populations can be sustained over the long term.  

· Promote water management practices that improve CRC habitat conditions.  

· Investigate and address potential for non-native trout movement between Cottonwood Creek and Sage Creek via trans-basin irrigation diversion ditch.

· Investigate the need for removal of mature conifers that have invaded the riparian area on some reaches of Sage Creek.  Consider removal of these conifers thereby releasing the riparian community, which is currently suppressed by the overgrowth of conifers.

	Additional Information:
	Issues include:

· Trans-basin water diversions may allow movement of undesirable fish species into Sage Creek.

· A catastrophic wild fire could reduce or eliminate CRC populations in the headwaters by warming the water during the fire above lethal thresholds, and introduce ash and silt which will adversely affect short term spawning habitat and aquatic insect life.
CRC in Sage Creek were given a “B” purity rating, and they are located upstream of a fish movement barrier located near the Forest Service/private land property boundary.
The private ranch lands changed ownership since 2009, and initial discussions have occurred with the ranch manager to determine whether or not the new owners are interested in restoring and managing the private lands reach of Sage and Little Sage creeks for Colorado River cutthroat trout.  
A trans-basin irrigation water diversion from Cottonwood Creek to Sage Creek that may allow brook trout movement into Sage Creek is an issue that must be addressed prior to any restoration efforts.

Pine bark beetles have reduced live lodgepole pine forest and accumulated dead wood fuels throughout the Uinta Mountain Range.  A catastrophic wildfire in the upper Sage creek watershed could negatively affect CRC populations. 

	Land ownership and surface area:
	BLM: 2,256 ac (17%), 
USFS: 6,387 ac (48%), 
State: 0 ac (0%), 
Private: 4,744 ac (35%), 
Total area: 13,387 ac


