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Crucial Habitat Area Narrative

	Region:
	Green River

	Habitat Priority Area Name:
	Ringdahl


	Habitat Area Type:
	[bookmark: Check1]|X| Aquatic     |_| Terrestrial    |_| Combined
Stream, reservoir

	Habitat Values:



	Ringdahl Reservoir is a 13-acre water body that provides habitat for a genetically pure population of bluehead suckers. The reservoir is also a popular local recreational sport fishery. A high quality and quantity of water from a tributary feeder spring. 

	Reason Selected:
	Ringdahl Reservoir provides habitat for one of the last know genetically pure bluehead sucker populations in Wyoming that is currently not threatened by hybridization with white suckers. 

	Area Boundary Description:
	The watershed area that includes Ringdahl Reservoir and its tributaries within the sixth level Dry Creek HUC- 140401071006.

	Focal species or species assemblage(s) (limit 6): 

	Bluehead sucker (NSS1), brook trout, brown trout, mottled sculpin

	SWAP Tier 1       species:

	bluehead sucker, boreal toad, Great Basin spadefoot, midget faded rattlesnake


	
Solutions or actions:
	· Promote water management practices that improve habitat conditions for the fishery.  Investigate potential for establishing a minimum pool level in the reservoir.
· Investigate the site location and feasibility of rebuilding and enlarging the dam.
· Negotiate potential to enlarge the dam and storage capacity of Ringdahl dam and reservoir so a fisheries minimum pool can be established beneath the existing storage right.  
· Promote sound livestock grazing management practices for maintaining proper watershed function and water yield of the tributary spring feeder drainage.

	Additional Information:
	Issues include:
The reservoir is used to store water for irrigating agricultural hay crops.  As a result the reservoir is subject to being drawn down to dead pool levels or completely drained to meet water right demands.
The crucial area also includes the tributary spring drainage feeding the reservoir.  Maintaining sound aquatic habitat in the reservoir will be dependant on high quality and quantity of water from the tributary feeder spring.

The existing dam has had maintenance repairs.  However the integrity of the structure appears to be compromised and it is in need of more complete repair or replacement.

	Land ownership and surface area:
	BLM: 5,255 ac (91%), 
USFS: 0 ac (0%), 
State: 269 ac (5%), 
Private: 268 ac (5%), 
Total area: 5,792 ac



