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Crucial Habitat Area Narrative

	Region:
	Green River

	Habitat Priority Area Name:
	Little Snake River Corridor


	Habitat Area Type:
	[bookmark: Check1]|X| Aquatic     |_| Terrestrial    |_| Combined
Stream, riparian, wetland, cottonwood, willow

	Habitat Values:


                        
               
	The Little Snake River provides habitat for sensitive native warm water fish species and the river corridor provides important cottonwood/willow riparian habitat diversity within the high sagebrush desert ecosystem that is used by several terrestrial and aquatic wildlife species.  

	Reason Selected:
	The Little Snake River provides habitat for sensitive native fish species, and habitat protection is warranted.  The river corridor provides important cottonwood/willow riparian habitat diversity used by several terrestrial and aquatic wildlife species.  

	Area Boundary Description:
	
The entire Little Snake River riparian corridor in Wyoming.

	Focal species or species assemblage(s) (limit 6): 


	Bluehead sucker (NSS1), roundtail chub (NSS1), flannelmouth sucker (NSS1), Mountain whitefish (NSS4), speckled dace,  mottled sculpin (NSS4)

	SWAP Tier 1       species:

	bluehead sucker, Colorado River cutthroat trout, flannelmouth sucker, roundtail chub, boreal toad, Great Basin spadefoot


	Solutions or actions:
	· Promote water management practices that improve fish habitat conditions.
· Promote sound livestock grazing management practices and other land use activities that result in healthy riparian habitat and reduce excessive sediment yield into the river.
· Advocate irrigation diversion structure modifications or replacement that accommodates fish passage.

	Additional Information:
	Issues include:
· Some reaches of the river have been channelized and straightened in an effort to protect private lands.
· Irrigation of native hay crops, in many instances, depletes river flows during late summer, thus diminishing habitat function for fish.  
· River channel dewatering severs connectivity with lateral side channel habitats.  
· Some irrigation diversion structures in the river may be barriers to fish passage and promotes habitat fragmentation. 
· Little Snake River Conservation District is currently leading efforts for natural channel design river restoration at several locations along this reach of river.  Improvements also include reconstruction of select irrigation diversion structures that are more hydrologically sound and enhance fish passage.
· A fish passage barrier is planned for a river location near the Wyoming/Colorado state line to prevent upstream migration of undesirable non native fish species, particularly northern pike. 
Cottonwoods, alders, willows and other riparian shrubs are common in the upper river corridor and provide habitat diversity.  The vegetative community along the river riparian corridor gradually diminishes to scattered willow thickets and sagebrush/grasses along the downstream river section.

The meandering nature of the channel has created many large, deep holes that provide fish cover. In some areas undercut banks associated with these deep holes provide additional cover.  Some reaches of the river have been channelized and straightened in an effort to protect private lands.

Agricultural water use has occurred extensively along the floodplain of the river throughout the drainage downstream of the forest boundary in suitable areas.  Irrigation of native hay crops, in many instances, depletes river flows during late summer, thus diminishing habitat function for fish.  

	Land ownership and surface area:
	BLM: 3,920 ac (15%), 
USFS: 0 ac (0%), 
Other Federal: 335 ac (1%), 
State: 1,701 ac (7%), 
Private: 20,061 ac (77%), 
Total area: 26,017 ac



