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Crucial Habitat Area Narrative

	Region:
	Green River

	Habitat Priority Area Name:
	Gilbert Creek 


	Habitat Area Type (s):
	[bookmark: Check1]|X| Aquatic     |_| Terrestrial    |_| Combined
Stream, riparian, willow, aspen

	Habitat Values:
	The upper Gilbert drainage provides habitat for a conservation population of Colorado River cutthroat trout, lower Gilbert Creek supports a CRC, brook trout, and rainbow trout sport fishery downstream of a fish movement barrier.

	Reason Selected:
	Protect habitat for a conservation population of Colorado River cutthroat trout and the associated native fish species assemblage.

	Area Boundary Description:
	Sixth-level HUCs in Wyoming: Smiths Fork- 140401070202

	Focal species or species assemblage(s) (limit 6): 


SWAP Tier 1       species:

	mountain sucker (NSS3), mottled sculpin (NSS4), northern leopard      frog (NSSU), brook trout, rainbow trout

bluehead sucker, Colorado River cutthroat trout, flannelmouth sucker, boreal toad, Great Basin spadefoot


	Solutions or actions:
	· Enhance watershed segments that maintain potential for restoring aspen, willow, and other woody riparian vegetation.

· Encourage expansion of beaver colonies into suitable habitat where populations can be sustained over the long term.

· Advocate for sound grazing management practices.

	Additional Information:
	Issues include:
· The loss of healthy aspen stands to conifer encroachment has deteriorated overall watershed productivity and function.
· Loss of aspen communities in or near riparian areas has deteriorated or eliminated suitable beaver habitat. 
· Inactive relict beaver pond complexes exist in upland areas of the watershed along spring/seep tributary drainages to Gilbert Creek and Little Gilbert Creek.
· Pine bark beetles are destroying coniferous forest throughout the Uinta Mountain Range, and a catastrophic wild fire could destroy CRC populations by warming the water during the fire above lethal thresholds. 
A multi-year interagency effort was completed between the Department, Utah DWR, and the USFS to restore a genetically pure native fish species assemblage of CRC, mountain suckers, and mottled sculpin into upper the Gilbert Creek watershed upstream of the existing fish movement barrier.  

Creeks in the Gilbert drainage flow through a valley covered with willows on the bottoms and some aspen, conifers dominate the upland areas.  Beaver occupy the valley bottom in specific reaches of stream.  Beaver activity is especially pronounced mid way up the drainage on the east side of the valley bottom.  Numerous beaver ponds occupy nearly a mile of spring seeps that run parallel on the flood plain to the main channel. 
 
Inactive relict beaver pond complexes exist in upland areas of the watershed along spring/seep tributary drainages to Gilbert Creek and Little Gilbert Creek.  The successional loss of healthy aspen stands to conifer encroachment has deteriorated overall watershed productivity and function, and has significantly reduced available habitat for beaver in many upland seeps and spring tributaries as well as along the main stem riparian corridor.  

Pine bark beetles are impacting coniferous forest throughout the Uinta Mountain Range.  A catastrophic wild fire could destroy CRC populations by warming the water during the fire above lethal thresholds, and introduce ash and silt which will adversely affect spawning habitat and aquatic insect life.

	General land ownership and surface area:
	BLM: 0 ac (0%), 
USFS: 5,526 ac (87%), 
State: 0 ac (0%), 
Private: 862 ac (13%), 
Total area: 6,388 ac



