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Crucial Habitat Area Narrative

	Region:
	Green River

	Habitat Priority Area Name:
	Fontenelle


	Habitat Area Type (s):
	[bookmark: Check1]|X| Aquatic     |_| Terrestrial    |_| Combined
Stream, wetland, aspen, riparian, willow, alpine tall forb

	Habitat Values:
	Habitat for locally important recreation sport fisheries and amphibians, beaver ponds and associated riparian wetland habitat; vigorous vegetation, especially aspen, in response to fire during the past 20 years in the “Fontenelle Front” area.
The upper watershed downstream to Roney Creek has a good riparian community with dense willow growth and a meandering channel. Beaver ponds and associated riparian wetland habitat are common throughout the reach downstream to the South Fork Fontenelle Creek.  There is good pool and riffle development and fair to good spawning substrate along most of this reach.
The tributaries to Fontenelle Creek, especially those from the South Fork Fontenelle Creek upstream also exhibit good habitat conditions.   Beaver activity has historically been common and provides important late summer and winter habitat.  Some localized aquatic habitat problems (e.g. bank trampling, lack of riparian vegetation) occurs and appears to be caused by livestock and recreational use especially adjacent to the USFS road.

	Reason Selected:
	The area provides locally important recreational sport fishery opportunities for the public.  Riparian wetlands provided important habitat for select amphibian species and other wildlife.

	Area Boundary Description:
	The combination of sixth-level HUCs: Fontenelle Creek-140401011301, 140401011302, and 140401011303.

	Focal species or species assemblage(s) (limit 6): 


SWAP Tier 1       species:

	northern leopard frog (NSS4), boreal chorus frog (NSS4), mountain whitefish (NSS4), mountain sucker (NSS3), brook trout, rainbow trout 
boreal toad, great basin spadefoot


	Solutions or actions:
	· Promote grazing and timber management practices that reduce sediment yield to aquatic habitats and improve watershed function.
· Promote management that maintains healthy riparian, aspen, willow, and alpine grass/forb communities.
· Promote restoration of native tall forb communities where possible throughout the watershed.
· Encourage expansion of beaver colonies into suitable riparian habitat where populations can be sustained over the long term.  
· Advocate habitat protection and attempt to minimize habitat impacts created by future energy development and production activities.

	Additional Information:
	Issues include:
· Alpine grass and forb communities in the headwater areas on the Indian Mountain and Commissary Ridge exhibit poor watershed function and excessive overland flow with fine sediment transport and deposition into streams due to past and present grazing use.  
· Some localized riparian habitat degradation.

Much of the riparian and forested area has experienced a combination of wildfire and prescribed fire treatments during the last 20 years.  The habitat response has mostly been very favorable.  Aspen regeneration response to the 2000 wild fire on the “Fontenelle front” has been tremendous.  Sheep grazing of the mid to upper elevations areas between South Fork Fontenelle Creek and the headwaters of Fontenelle Creek remains a concern for maintaining healthy vegetative communities.  

Past and present timber harvest has and is occurring in the watershed.  Oil/gas development has been minimal and no recent activity has been observed.   Future energy development is likely to occur in the Miller Mountain and Slate Creek Ridge areas. 

	General land ownership and surface area:
	BLM: 17,749 ac (26%), 
USFS: 37,859 ac (56%), 
State: 2,914 ac (4%), 
Private: 8,783 ac (13%), 
Total area: 67,305 ac



