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Enhancement Habitat Area Narrative

	Region:
	Cody

	Habitat Priority Area Name:
	Sagebrush Habitats Threatened by Conifer and Juniper Encroachment  

	Habitat Area Type (s):
	[bookmark: Check1]|_| Aquatic     |X| Terrestrial    |_| Combined
Sagebrush/grassland.

	Habitat Issues:
	Juniper and limber pine occur naturally on shallow soils on both the west slope of the Bighorn Mountains and the Absaroka Front.  However, in many areas these species have encroached into productive rangeland sites with deeper soils that normally support sagebrush communities.  This is primarily due to the absence of naturally occurring fire on the landscape.  As this process of succession continues and sagebrush and associated herbaceous understory disappear, it becomes increasingly difficult to use fire as a tool for maintaining these sagebrush communities.  Cheatgrass may also increase in some of these areas following fire. 

	Reason Selected:
	Sagebrush habitats support a host of wildlife species.  Many of these species are sagebrush obligates and most of these, including sage-grouse, have experienced declines in populations.  One of the reasons for these declines could be attributed to conversion of sagebrush habitats to juniper and limber pine

	Area Boundary Description:
	Boundaries of this area were delineated using Wyoming GAP classification of juniper distribution.

	Focal species or species assemblage(s) (limit 6): 


SWAP Tier 1       species:

	Mule deer, elk, pronghorn, sage thrasher, sage sparrow, and Brewer’s sparrow.

Bald Eagle, Boreal Toad, Burrowing Owl, Canada Lynx, Common Loon, Ferruginous Hawk, Great Gray Owl, Greater Sage-grouse, Mountain Plover, Northern Goshawk, Townsend's Big-eared Bat


	Solutions or actions:
	1. Work with BLM, Forest Service and private landowners to identify areas of conifer encroachment into sagebrush communities that are in need of treatment and develop appropriate management agreements. 
2. In cooperation with land managers and landowners, plan, solicit funding for and implement projects such as prescribed fire or mechanical treatments to maintain sagebrush communities across the landscape.

	Additional Information:
	Cheatgrass invasion following fire must be taken into consideration on many sites and control or management of this invasive species becomes a priority on many of these sites.

	General land ownership and surface area:
	BLM: 161,069 ac (59%), 
USFS: 7,407 ac (3%), 
Other Federal: 7,231 ac (3%), 
State: 20,530 ac (7%), 
Private: 78,281 ac (28%), 
Water: 372 ac (0%), 
Total area: 274,890 ac




