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Enhancement Habitat Area Narrative

	Region:
	Cody

	Habitat Priority Area Name:
	Forage Competition Between Livestock and Big Game 

	Habitat Area Type (s):
	[bookmark: Check1]|_| Aquatic     |X| Terrestrial    |_| Combined
Sagebrush/grassland.

	Habitat Issues:
	Forage competition between livestock and big game. 

	Reason Selected:
	There are varying degrees of dietary overlap between big game and livestock depending on species, species distribution and season of use.  The largest overlap occurs with elk and livestock (cattle) during all seasons, but particularly in winter and spring.  Where elk concentrations on winter and spring ranges occur in key livestock use areas, the potential for conflict is high.  These areas of conflict are currently more common in the Cody and Clark’s Fork Elk Herd Units on private lands and on BLM and Forest Service grazing allotments.  

	Area Boundary Description:
	Boundaries of this area were delineated using portions of the Clark’s Fork, Cody and Gooseberry elk crucial winter ranges where overlap with livestock grazing is most likely.

	Focal species or species assemblage(s) (limit 6): 


SWAP Tier 1       species:

	Elk. 

Bald Eagle, Boreal Toad, Burrowing Owl, Canada Lynx, Common Loon, Ferruginous Hawk, Great Gray Owl, Greater Sage-grouse, Mountain Plover, Northern Goshawk, Townsend's Big-eared Bat


	Solutions or actions:
	Some conflicts between big game and livestock can be alleviated through re-distribution of livestock, big game or both.  Big game can often be drawn to non-livestock use areas with prescribed burns.  Livestock grazing management can be timed or structured to minimize conflicts in pastures with high wildlife use.  Partnerships with private landowners, BLM, USFS and State Land Board are paramount to developing grazing strategies that work for both wildlife and livestock.  In some cases, reduction of populations, either locally or herd unit-wide may be necessary to reduce conflict, especially where resource damage is occurring due to dual use.  Other options may include compensation to livestock operators to leave private or public pastures temporarily or permanently ungrazed to provide forage for big game.  

	Additional Information:
	

	General land ownership and surface area:
	BLM: 57,265 ac (12%), 
USFS: 176,119 ac (37%), 
Other Federal: 883 ac (0%), 
State: 42,881 ac (9%), 
Private: 199,943 ac (42%), 
Water: 160 ac (0%), 
Total area: 477,252 ac




