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Enhancement Habitat Area Narrative

	Region:
	Cody

	Habitat Priority Area Name:
	Curlleaf Mountain Mahogany Communities

	Habitat Area Type (s):
	[bookmark: Check1]|_| Aquatic     |X| Terrestrial    |_| Combined
Curlleaf mountainmahogany.

	Habitat Issues:
	Condition of curlleaf mountainmahogany on the West Slope of the Bighorns.   Utilization rates where the shrub occurs on crucial mule deer winter ranges is consistently over 50%, and survival of young plants is very low.  Prolonged drought has caused high levels of mortality in most communities.  In many areas mahogany appears to be seral to encroaching juniper, limber pine and Douglas fir.  Utilization rates where the shrub occurs on crucial mule deer winter ranges is consistently over 50%, and survival of young plants is very low.  Prolonged drought has caused high levels of mortality in most communities.  In many areas mahogany appears to be seral to encroaching juniper, limber pine and Douglas fir.  

	Reason Selected:
	Curlleaf mountainmahogany plants are highly preferred by mule deer, bighorn sheep and, to a lesser extent, elk.  It is an important forage species because it holds a high level of protein throughout the winter.  On the West Slope of the Bighorns, it is vital for supporting populations of mule deer.

	Area Boundary Description:
	Boundaries of this area were delineated using known curlleaf mountainmahogany community distribution along West Slope of the Bighorn Mountains.

	Focal species or species assemblage(s) (limit 6): 


SWAP Tier 1       species:

	Mule deer, elk and bighorn sheep 

Bald Eagle, Burrowing Owl, Common Loon, Ferruginous Hawk, Greater Sage-grouse, Mountain Plover, Northern Goshawk, Townsend's Big-eared Bat
 

	Solutions or actions:
	Some utilization can be alleviated through prescribed burns in adjacent areas to draw animals from curlleaf mountainmahogany communities in early spring and reduce the number of days animals are using the shrubs for browse.  Prescribed fire and mechanical treatments can be used in areas where conifers appear to be replacing mahogany communities.  Where utilization levels are not heavy, prescribed fire can be used to rejuvinate decadent stands.  Develop agreements with BLM to achieve the above actions. 

	Additional Information:
	Curlleaf mountainmahogany communities exist on coarse, well-drained soils primarily on a narrow band along the west slope of the Bighorn Mountains.  

	General land ownership and surface area:
	BLM: 20,054 ac (39%), 
USFS: 25,289 ac (49%), 
State: 1,968 ac (4%), 
Private: 3,948 ac (8%), 
Total area: 51,258 ac




