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Enhancement Habitat Area Narrative

	Region:
	Cody

	Habitat Priority Area Name:
	Cheatgrass Infestations

	Habitat Area Type (s):
	[bookmark: Check1]|_| Aquatic     |X| Terrestrial    |_| Combined
Sagebrush/grassland.

	Habitat Issues:
	Loss or degradation of sagebrush habitats and sagebrush obligate and/or dependent species.
Invasive plants threatening to convert native habitats.
Increased fire potential and frequency.

	Reason Selected:
	Cheatgrass is an introduced annual grass that establishes on disturbed sites, particularly in areas burned by wildfire.  Cheatgrass is a prolific seed producer and maintains a competitive advantage over native perennial grasses by its ability to germinate in fall and spring and take advantage of soil moisture.  Cheatgrass has formed monocultures in many areas in the Big Horn Basin where it has impacted and, in some cases, eliminated sagebrush/bunchgrass communities.  The impact of this conversion is great where it occurs on mule deer and pronghorn winter range and in sage-grouse breeding, brood rearing and wintering habitats.  Large wildfire areas in the southeast portion of the Big Horn Basin in the last decade have been most impacted.  Renner Wildlife Habitat Management Area.

	Area Boundary Description:
	The Renner Wildlife Habitat Management Area and the 90,000 acre wildfire area in the Nowater watershed.

	Focal species or species assemblage(s) (limit 6): 


SWAP Tier 1       species:

	 Mule deer, pronghorn, sage thrasher, sage sparrow, sagebrush vole, and Brewer’s sparrow
Bald Eagle, Burrowing Owl, Common Loon, Ferruginous Hawk, Greater Sage-grouse, Mountain Plover, Northern Goshawk, Townsend's Big-eared Bat


	Solutions or actions:
	Currently, the most effective control measure for cheatgrass is application of the chemical PLATEAU®.  High rates of control have been achieved with little adverse impact to non-target species where application rates have been matched with soil and vegetation conditions.  Preventative measures include control of wildfire and proper grazing management strategies that take into account perennial plant needs.  Rehabilitation of sites may include reseeding or planting native plants such as sagebrush.  Develop agreements or management strategies with BLM, State Land Board, and private landowners to rehabilitate cheatgrass infested areas with emphasis within sagebrush/grassland habitats. 
Habitat preservation and enhancement through management of the WGFC property rights and implementation of existing management objectives and goals found in the Managed Land Summary and the Habitat and Access Branch five year plan for the Renner Wildlife Habitat Management Areas. 

	Additional Information:
	

	General land ownership and surface area:
	BLM: 42,267 ac (72%), 
USFS: 0 ac (0%), 
State: 7,964 ac (13%), 
Private: 8,848 ac (15%), 
Water: 24 ac (0%), 
Total area: 59,104 ac




