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Crucial Habitat Area Narrative

	Region:
	Cody

	Habitat Priority Area Name:
	Extensive Riparian

	Habitat Area Type (s):
	[bookmark: Check1]|_| Aquatic     |_| Terrestrial    |X| Combined
Riparian, wetland, cottonwood, and willow.

	Habitat Values:
	Extensive riparian areas and wetland complexes.  Diverse and productive habitat for a wide range of species. Important ecosystem services including sediment filtering, shade, water conservation, and source of productivity for the aquatic environment.

	Reason Selected:
	This area provides a high diversity of habitats that provide benefits to a broad range of terrestrial and aquatic species, including many Species of Greatest Conservation Need (SGCN) identified in the Comprehensive Wildlife Conservation Strategy report.  The area faces a number of threats (altered flood regimes, invasive species, improper grazing/browsing by livestock and wildlife, fire, conversion to agricultural cropland and residential development) so recognizing and conserving the existing values are important.   

	Area Boundary Description:
	Habitat area maps from Wyoming GAP analysis with some modification to show only large riparian/wetland areas generally exceeding 100 meters in width.  This area includes the Yellowtail Wildlife Habitat Management Area.

	Focal species or species assemblage(s) (limit 6): 


SWAP Tier 1       species:

	Pheasant, mule deer, white-tailed deer, beaver, wild turkey, waterfowl
Bald Eagle, Boreal Toad, Burrowing Owl, Canada Lynx, Common Loon, Ferruginous Hawk, Great Gray Owl, Greater Sage-grouse, Mountain Plover, Northern Goshawk, Sturgeon Chub, Townsend's Big-eared Bat, Yellowstone Cutthroat Trout


	Solutions or actions:
	1) Leave riparian buffers undisturbed and restore disturbed riparian areas whenever possible.  Fence riparian areas out of pastures, farm fields, and high human use areas.
2) Protect riparian habitat from frequent wildfires resulting from the burning of irrigation ditches or leftover crop residue.  Frequent burning often results in invasive species replacing the more desirable native vegetation.  
3) Work with County Planning and Zoning to recognize the importance of riparian zones and limit actions/developments within this valuable habitat type. 
4) Utilize best management practices for timber management, fire management, grazing, farming, road management, and urban development.  Manage riparian zones for healthy riparian communities including sedges, deep-rooted grasses willows, aspen, and cottonwood. 
5) If management changes are not adequate to restore riparian vegetation, then plant riparian grasses, shrubs, and trees appropriate for the location’s elevation.
6) Mechanically, chemically, and biologically treat invasive species, including Russian olive and tamarisk that compete with native vegetation.
7) Work with agencies, irrigation districts, and private landowners to maintain stream flows, water tables, and healthy riparian vegetation.
8) Reconnect abandoned stream habitats (oxbows, side channels and backwaters) to increase stream edge and raise the water table, which will provide more and healthier riparian vegetation.
9) Seek conservation easements, and develop partnerships and agreements with federal land management agencies, State Land Board and private landowners, etc. to protect riparian habitat.

	Additional Information:
	Riparian areas support a higher diversity and density of flora and fauna than any other habitat type; most terrestrial species depend upon riparian or wetland habitats for partial habitat requirements; high-elevation riparian areas support extensive willow communities; and low elevation areas are composed of structurally diverse vegetation including tree, shrub, and grass/forb layers that are invaluable to a host of wildlife species.  
Deep rooted riparian vegetation provides stable streambanks; can survive inundation from floods; filter out sediment, fertilizer, herbicides, and pesticides; raise water tables, provide late season stream recharge, maintain stream pattern, function and profile; provide shade for water temperature control; provide woody materials creating diverse in-stream habitat for invertebrates, fish, and other aquatic life; and provide plant materials and insects for aquatic food sources.

	General land ownership and surface area:
	BLM: 38,125 ac (12%), 
USFS: 41,479 ac (13%), 
Other Federal: 2,006 ac (1%), 
State: 16,913 ac (5%), 
Private: 221,345 ac (68%), 
Water: 5,843 ac (2%), 
Total area: 325,712 ac




