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Enhancement Habitat Area Narrative

	Region:
	Casper

	Habitat Priority Area Name:
	Middle North Platte

	Habitat Area Type (s):
	[bookmark: Check1]|X| Aquatic     |_| Terrestrial    |_| Combined
Riparian, wetland, cottonwood, willow

	Habitat Issues:
	Sport fishery; native sport fish habitat (channel catfish) and potential native sport fish habitat (sauger); native non-game fish habitat

	Reason Selected:
	The Dave Johnston power plant dam separates the predominantly coldwater fisheries assemblage from the coolwater fisheries assemblage below.  The riparian habitat along the river corridor is functioning, but in need of improvement.

	Area Boundary Description:
	Dave Johnston power plant to Orin weir

	Focal species or species assemblage(s) (limit 6): 


SWAP Tier 1       species:

	channel catfish, rainbow trout, walleye, yellow perch

boreal toad


	Solutions or actions:
	1. Orin weir is a barrier to upstream-migrating walleye, and would likely be an upstream barrier to re-introduced sauger that would over-winter in Glendo Reservoir.  Develop passage for upstream migration past Orin weir.
2. Evaluate potential for sauger re-introduction.
3. Evaluate removal of Morton diversion dam.
4. Continue negotiations with the Bureau of Reclamation to provide for fishery concerns as part of their operational plans.


	Additional Information:
	The Dave Johnston power plant dam below Glenrock is a barrier to upstream fish movement.  Fauna below the barrier is more diverse than above.  The barrier isolates the predominantly coolwater assemblage below from the predominantly coldwater assemblage above.
The North Platte River between Dave Johnston power plant and Glendo Reservoir supports a sport fishery for channel catfish, as well as trout and walleye.  Sauger have been extirpated from the North Platte River.  Orin weir, and to a lesser extent Morton diversion dam, are barriers to upstream migration from Glendo Reservoir to the Dave Johnston power plant dam.

	General land ownership and surface area:
	BLM: 374 ac (1%), 
USFS: 0 ac (0%), 
State: 993 ac (3%), 
Private: 31,547 ac (87%), 
Water: 3,546 ac (10%), 
Total area: 36,460 ac




