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Enhancement Habitat Area Narrative

	Region:
	Casper

	Habitat Priority Area Name:
	Lower North Platte

	Habitat Area Type (s):
	[bookmark: Check1]|X| Aquatic     |_| Terrestrial    |_| Combined
Riparian, cottonwood, willow

	Habitat Issues:
	Inadequate winter flows; lack of minimum pool in Guernsey Reservoir; habitat fragmentation; invasive species both in-stream and riparian

	Reason Selected:
	Sport fishery potential; native non-game fish species habitat

	Area Boundary Description:
	Glendo Reservoir wetlands to Nebraska border

	Focal species or species assemblage(s) (limit 6): 


SWAP Tier 1       species:

	rainbow trout, channel catfish, native non-game fish

No SWAP Tier 1 species.

	Solutions or actions:
	1. Follow the current mitigation policy of no loss of habitat function and no significant declines in species distribution or abundance. Recommend mitigation measures that result in no net long-term loss of habitat function, species distribution or abundance.
2. Continue negotiations with the Bureau of Reclamation to enhance winter flows below Glendo and Guernsey Reservoirs as part of their operational plans.


	Additional Information:
	The sport fishery potential and endemic aquatic species assemblage below Glendo Dam are limited by fluctuating water flows.  A low flow of 25 cfs occurs below Glendo Dam during the nonirrigation season, which provides limited instream habitat for a sport fishery and endemic aquatic species.  The current operational regime at Guernsey Reservoir, which includes a mean annual reservoir drawdown of 97% to accommodate the silt run, precludes any fisheries development.  No flows are released below Guernsey during the non-irrigation season, which results in about 21-miles of dewatered river over the winter.  Fish are restricted to deeper pools where they can over-winter during the no flow period.  The Laramie River provides flow to the North Platte River during the non-irrigation season from its confluence with the North Platte River to the Nebraska border.  

	General land ownership and surface area:
	




