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Crucial Habitat Area Narrative

	Region:
	Casper

	Habitat Priority Area Name:
	Upper North Platte Reservoirs

	Habitat Area Type (s):
	[bookmark: Check1]|X| Aquatic     |_| Terrestrial    |_| Combined
Riparian, wetland

	Habitat Values:
	Productive sport fishery; riparian wetlands; Miracle Mile and Cardwell sections are renowned “blue ribbon” sport fisheries and with Seminoe, Pathfinder and Alcova Reservoirs, annually provide over 200,000 angler days

	Reason Selected:
	Productive sport fishery; riparian wetlands

	Area Boundary Description:
	North Platte River corridor from Seminoe Reservoir to Alcova Dam

	Focal species or species assemblage(s) (limit 6): 


SWAP Tier 1       species:

	brown trout, rainbow trout, walleye, game fish

Great Basin Spadefoot


	Solutions or actions:
	1. Enhance spawning gravel in the Cardwell and Miracle Mile reaches of the North Platte River.
2. Continue negotiations with Bureau of Reclamation to address fishery concerns as part of their operational plans, specifically minimum pool requirements in the reservoirs.
3. Follow the current mitigation policy of no loss of habitat function and no significant declines in species distribution or abundance. Recommend mitigation measures that result in no net long-term loss of habitat function, species distribution or abundance.
4. Control invasive vegetation in the riparian zone, specifically Russian olive and tamarisk.


	Additional Information:
	The river and reservoir fisheries are directly dependent on water management decisions (flow release timing, quantity, etc.) and requirements made by the Bureau of Reclamation.
Limited spawning habitat and fine sediment intrusion limit spawning habitat quality.

Lack of spawning gravel in the Miracle Mile and Cardwell reaches limit trout recruitment.



	General land ownership and surface area:
	BLM: 7,797 ac (9%), 
USFS: 0 ac (0%), 
Other Federal: 24,384 ac (28%), 
State: 2,512 ac (3%), 
Local Gvt: 1,767 ac (2%), 
Private: 6,315 ac (7%), 
Water: 43,239 ac (50%), 
Total area: 86,014 ac




