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Crucial Habitat Area Narrative

	Region:
	Casper

	Habitat Priority Area Name:
	Rawhide Watershed

	Habitat Area Type (s):
	[bookmark: Check1]|X| Aquatic     |_| Terrestrial    |_| Combined
Prairie stream, riparian, wetland, cottonwood, willow, ephemeral waters

	Habitat Values:
	Habitats provide breeding locations, thermoregulatory refuges, and increased prey base for native amphibians and reptiles.  Support high SGCN species diversity.  Native fish species and their habitat still intact.

	Reason Selected:
	Selected due to high diversity of SGCN species.  The Rawhide Watershed represents the highest amphibian and reptile diversity in the Casper region and retains a unique fish assemblage for the state.  

	Area Boundary Description:
	Rawhide Creek watershed, Upper and lower Rawhide Creek 5th level HUCs (1018000807, 1018000902)

	Focal species or species assemblage(s) (limit 6): 


SWAP Tier 1       species:

	prairie lizard assemblage, ornate box turtle and plains spadefoot

No SWAP Tier 1 species.

	Solutions or actions:
	1. Improve landowner awareness and support of the “Crucial Habitat” designation and the Department’s intent to focus on habitat preservation and enhancement in the area.  
2. Enroll private lands in conservation easements, CRP or other appropriate incentive programs to maintain native fish community habitat quality.   
3. Identify and acquire instream flows to maintain deep pool habitat and improve natural hydrologic function.  
4. Acquire baseline fish community, native herpetofaunal, and habitat (aquatic and riparian) data necessary for monitoring and identifying areas with enhancement potential.  
5. Implement best management practices where enhancement potential exists.  
a. Identify, promote, and implement grazing regimes beneficial to native communities, which may include changes in rest-frequency, animal density, distribution, timing, etc. of livestock use.  
b. Construct strategic riparian exclusions to maintain areas with overhead cover and promote woody debris recruitment to the stream and riparian corridor.
c. Establish and maintain riparian buffers near cultivated and irrigated land to minimize nutrient and sediment inputs. 
d. Evaluate barriers to fish migration, remove barriers that impede native fish migration and secure or enhance barriers that protect native fish from downstream exotics.
e. Evaluate irrigation diversions and off-channel impoundments for potential fish loss and pursue screening to prevent entrainment.  
f. Install instream structures to restore fish habitat.
g. Conduct native fish restoration where feasible.
h.  Enhance or preserve ephemeral water sources such as playas, oxbows, and wetlands.
6. 6.   Control nonnative invasive species.

	Additional Information:
	

	General land ownership and surface area:
	BLM: 5,332 ac (2%), 
USFS: 0 ac (0%), 
Other Federal: 322 ac (0%), 
State: 21,219 ac (7%), 
Private: 285,200 ac (91%), 
Total area: 312,073 ac




