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Crucial Habitat Area Narrative

	Region:
	Casper

	Habitat Priority Area Name:
	Lower North Platte

	Habitat Area Type (s):
	[bookmark: Check1]|X| Aquatic     |_| Terrestrial    |_| Combined
Riparian, cottonwood and willow

	Habitat Values:
	Native non-game fish species; richest fish species assemblage in region, perhaps the state; cottonwood galleries; locally important sport fishery in the Torrington area

	Reason Selected:
	Fish species diversity; only reach of North Platte River with perennial flow below Guernsey Reservoir due to Laramie River

	Area Boundary Description:
	Laramie River confluence to Nebraska border

	Focal species or species assemblage(s) (limit 6): 


SWAP Tier 1       species:

	orange throat darter, Iowa darter, suckermouth minnow, plains topminnow, rainbow trout
Boreal Toad


	Solutions or actions:
	1. Follow the current mitigation policy of no loss of habitat function and no significant declines in species distribution or abundance. Recommend mitigation measures that result in no net long-term loss of habitat function, species distribution or abundance.
2. Establish and maintain riparian buffers near cultivated and irrigated land to minimize nutrient and sediment inputs. 



	Additional Information:
	

	General land ownership and surface area:
	BLM: 1,875 ac (3%), 
USFS: 0 ac (0%), 
Other Federal: 4,673 ac (6%), 
State: 8,006 ac (11%), 
Private: 54,038 ac (73%), 
Water: 5,675 ac (8%), 
Total area: 74,267 ac




