FISH PASSAGE FOCUS WATERSHEDS

Fish passage focus watersheds for fisheries and wildlife benefits are identified on the accompanying map and
list. These watersheds were identified largely based on concerns listed in the Strategic Habitat Plan and State
Wildlife Action Plan as well as areas that contain multiple irrigation diversions and stream crossings that can
impact movements of fish and their populations. Native species conservation, wild fisheries, and potential river
miles to reconnect were also important drivers in the selection of these watersheds.

Passage issues common to many of these streams include: habitat fragmentation, undersized culverts, perched
culverts, loss of fish to irrigation diversions, dams, dewatering, annual maintenance for water users, dilapidated
irrigation infrastructure, and flawed diversion locations.

Q: Why is passage important for fish?

A: Barriers to movement can reduce populations, segregate fish communities, reduce genetic diversity, and
block access to important habitat. Many species in Wyoming will travel long distances to reach various habitats
such as spawning and overwintering habitat. An excellent example is the native sauger, which has been
documented to move as far as 235 miles to spawn in streams where movement barriers do not exist. Improving
passage to reconnect streams will increase available habitat for all fish in Wyoming to meet their various life
history needs.

Q: What kinds of projects have been completed to improve fish passage in these areas?

A: Most of the projects have concentrated on reconnecting streams to provide access to spawning tributaries,
overwintering areas, juvenile rearing, and other key habitat features as fish grow from an egg to reproducing
adults. Project examples include replacement of annual push-up dams with permanent rock structures at
diversions that provide upstream passage, yet maintain delivery of water for irrigation. Fish ladders and bypass
channels have been constructed to provide fish a way to navigate upstream past dams. Culverts have been
replaced and improved to provide passage at road crossings while some locations have had fish screens installed
at irrigation diversions to prevent fish from being lost to the ditch.

Q: Why are the fish passage watersheds different than the stream restoration hotspots?

A: Though some watersheds overlap, fish passage watersheds differ because of various fishery concerns such as
maintaining native and sensitive species, key wild fisheries, and focuses on heavily fragmented streams due to
diversions and road crossings. We are also trying to build upon passage work already completed to completely
reconnect entire watersheds.



FISH PASSAGE FOCUS WATERSHEDS

Key | Region HUC Priority HUC name Projects, comments or reasons for selection
CR1 | CR 1018000709 North Platte - Sand Creek Morton Diversion, sauger restoration potential
CR2 1018000804 North Platte - Glendo Res. Orin Weir, sauger restoration potential
CYl | CY 10080009 Greybull River YSC habitat, WWDC projects, many projects completed
CY2 10080013 South Fork Shoshone River YSC habitat, potential for WWDC projects on large irrigation diversions
CY3 1008000806 Paint Rock Creek YSC habitat, projects on Med Lodge, WWDC projects
GR1 | GR 1405000403 Lower Muddy Creek 3 species conservation, CRC habitat
GR2 1601010102 Bear River - Sulphur Creek BRC & LSC habitat, 3 species conservation
GR3 1601010104 Yellow Creek BRC & LSC habitat, 3 species conservation
JN1 | JN 1704010203 Lower Gros Ventre River SGCN species and SRC habitat, location of most irrigation near Jackson
JN2 17040105 Salt River SGCN species and SRC habitat
JN3 1704010303 Upper Hoback River SGCN species and SRC habitat
LE1 | LE 1018000205 Encampment River Wild trout sport fishery, abundant restoration work
LE2 1018000202-4 Upper North Platte High profile wild trout sport fishery, BNT spawning
LE3 1018001106, North Laramie River SGCN species, key hornyhead chub habitat
11018001107
LR1 | LR 1008000104 East Fork Wind River YSC habitat, majority is WGF & Federal owned
LR2 1008000302 Popo Agie River Wild trout sport fishery, sauger habitat, numerous diversions
LR3 1008000101 Wind River - Warm Springs YSC in some tributaries, SGCN species
PE1 | PE 14040101 Upper Green River CRC habitat, numerous diversions
PE2 16010102 Central Bear River BRC habitat, numerous diversions
SN1 | SN 10090206 Clear Creek SGCN species, sauger, prairie fish assemblage; BNT fishery above Buffalo
SN2 1009010101 Tongue River - Fool Ck. YSC habitat, sauger & SGCN species
SN3 1009010102 Goose Creek Sauger & SGCN species; seasonal flow limitations




