
Wyoming has extraordinary wildlife 
resources — arguably the best in the 
world — and uses an incredible model 
for wildlife conservation. Since 1890, 
our state’s leaders have been at the 
forefront of conservation. In Wyoming, 

the public owns the wildlife, and this state has a more 
equitable system for allocating hunting and fishing 
licenses than almost any other state in the country. 

Continued investments in wildlife and habitat 
as well as favorable weather recently have helped 
our wildlife. This has translated into opportunity for 
hunters, anglers and those who love to see wildlife. 
Elk populations are robust statewide, mule deer and 
pronghorn populations have rebounded after a long 
decline and native and sport fish are in great shape.

Approximate expenditures by species Hunting and fishing license holders

45% - Big Game
32% - Fish
8% - Other*
8% - Small Game & Game Birds
5% - Threatened & Endangered
2% - Trophy Game**

*Bison, turkey, sensitive species and 
furbearers

**Mountain lion and black bear

Economic impact 
Hunters and anglers spend an estimated $752 

million annually on travel and equipment in Wyoming 
according to the most recent national report. This 
shows the importance of sportsmen and women to 
our economy. The total does NOT include the $350 
million spent by wildlife watchers on travel and retail, 
nor does it include the $32 million spent to purchase 
nearly 600,000 hunting, fishing and trapping licenses 
each year.

One out of four Wyoming 
residents buy a fishing 
or hunting license each 
year. This is more than 
twice the national 
average. Game and 

Fish and its partners continually 
work to help new people hunt, fish 
and enjoy the outdoors. Game and 
Fish continues to engage the public 
to further cultivate appreciation 
and awareness of Wyoming’s 
incredible wildlife.

For 20 years, Game and 
Fish has continued to 
work with landowners 
across the state to help 
provide access to hunt 
and fish on private lands. All told, the 
Access Yes program opens up more than 
2.8 million acres, 89 stream miles and 
nearly 4,007 lake acres for public access. 

Nearly 85 percent of revenue comes from hunters and anglers. This includes hunting and 
fishing licenses, conservation stamps and fees. It also includes revenue from federal taxes 
on firearms, ammunition, fishing tackle, boat fuel and other outdoor equipment. The total 
revenue for fiscal year 2019 was $83,272,312.
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Wyoming Game and Fish revenue

One of Game and Fish’s priorities is 
to develop on-the-ground habitat 
projects independently and with a 
variety of partners to maintain and 
improve aquatic and terrestrial habitat. 
These projects increase wildlife-based 
recreation, support the diversity of 
Wyoming’s wildlife and promote 
public awareness of the importance of 
habitat. In 2018, Game and Fish and its 
partners completed 167 projects with 
contributions from partners outpacing 
money spent by Game and Fish. 

Public engagement
The Wyoming Game and Fish Department’s strategic 
plan was implemented in 2019 and helps prioritize 
the department’s work to ensure a sustainable 
future for a fish and wildlife resource that benefits 
all Wyoming citizens. The plan emerged from 
feedback from a Wyoming public passionate about 
hunting, fishing and conservation.

To create the plan, Game and Fish looked at what 
is working well for Wyoming’s fish and wildlife 
management and what can be improved. This work 
involved 10 focus groups with the public, a scientific 
telephone survey of more than 3,000 stakeholders, 
a survey of more than 300 employees, an online 
discussion group and 10 public meetings hosted 
throughout the state. 

Game and Fish carries out the strategic plan by 
referring to the information from the surveys and 
meetings and continual feedback from the public 
and partners. It is the compass that guides all 
current and future Game and Fish projects.

* Hunting & Fishing Licenses, Conservation 
Stamps, Application Fees, Preference Points

61% - Licenses & Fees* 
24%  - Federal Tax Revenue**
7% - Grants
4% - Other***
3% - Interest Received
1% - General Fund****

** Tax Revenue on Guns, Ammo, and other 
hunting and fishing equipment

*** Income from Investments & Land, 
publication sales, Access Yes donations, 
other items

**** License recoupment is legislative 
reimbursement for the issuance of free and 
reduced priced licenses as defined in WY 
state statute.Habitat work Access Yes!

Funding sources

Annual resident/nonresident license revenue

WGFD full-time positions 



30,000+
pheasants stocked annually

2,670,173
acres of public access areas 

providing high quality public access 
for hunting and fishing

43
Game and Fish managed Wildlife 

Habitat Management Areas

6.23 million
fish stocked each year

3,321
violations documented in 2019.

 This number includes warnings, citations 
and unknown-suspect violations

$511,105
in fines levied by courts resulting from 
violations in 2019. This money goes to 
the school district in the county where 

violations occurred

27
Wyoming cases analyzed by  

the forensic lab

Over 800
species managed by your Wyoming 

Game and Fish Department

340,548
individuals purchased at 

least one hunting or fishing 
license in 2019 

40
years Game and Fish and its partners have 
been working to restore native cutthroat 

trout to a portion of its history range

304,038
habitat acres WGFD improved as 
part of its Strategic Habitat Plan

The Wyoming Game and Fish Commission
The seven member board oversees the Department. The members are appointed by the Governor and 
approved by the Senate. Each member serves a single six-year term. They are appointed based on 
judicial districts and political party affiliation. 

Thank you to our partners

Thank you to Wyoming landowners
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youtube.com/wygameandfish

facebook.com/WyoGFD

Find out more at wgfd.wyo.gov
instagram.com/wygameandfish

wgfd.wyo.gov/email-sign-up

A partnership for mule deer

When Wyoming became a state in 1890, elk, mule deer, beaver, pronghorn and other species were in decline. There were 
only a few hundred wild bison left. Thanks to far-sighted legislatures and the commitment of Wyoming citizens recovery 
efforts succeeded. There is still much to do today. Game and Fish carries on the tradition of rolling up our sleeves 
and working with people from all over the state to create strategies to conserve wildlife for future generations.

Many landowners across the state assist Game and Fish in wildlife management, habitat improvement and 
conservation techniques on their properties. These stewards open access to research and recreation on thousands 
of acres across the state.

The Wyoming Mule Deer Initiative started in 2007. Using a collaborative approach hunters and wildlife enthusiasts 
from across the state are now engaged in creating and understanding management needs and opportunities for their 
local deer herds and working with Game and Fish to develop solutions. The Game and Fish Commission has invested 
$2.5 million over five years toward locally developed projects.
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