
ZEBRA MUSSELS
WHY WYOMING NEEDS TO KEEP THEM OUT

MUSSELS WILL COST MILLIONS
In addition to ruining boating, fishing and Wyoming’s water 
habitats, mussels can clog pipes and grates and get sucked 
into water treatment facility machinery. The cost to keep water 
sufficiently flowing would cost each of the 40 DEQ-permitted 
Wyoming water facilities hundreds of thousands of dollars annually 
and those costs could be passed onto water users.

HISTORY
Zebra Mussels were most likely 
brought to America as larvae on 
ships that traveled from Europe 
to the Great Lakes. Since then, 
they have wreaked havoc in the 
Midwest, but so far, Wyoming 
has kept them out of the state.

WHAT ARE THEY?
Zebra mussels are an 
invasive species of 
freshwater bivalve. 
They are native to the 
Black Sea and Caspian 
Sea in eastern Europe. 

WATER IMPACTS
Zebra mussels are 
filter feeders. They eat 
by sucking in water 
and filtering out all 
the nutrients, which 
impacts the ecosystem 
and fish populations.

LOOK
They have a distinct triangular shape 
that allows them to sit flat against a solid 
surface, and black, zigzag stripes. They 
are able to attach to almost any hard 
surface such as boats, pipes, fish tanks, 
irrigation systems and more. They grow 
around 2-inches long at most, and are 
microscopic in their larval stage, which 
is known as a “veliger.” 

LIKE RABBITS
Zebra mussels are 

hardcore organisms. 
They live fast, die 

often, and have hundreds of thousands 
of babies at a time. Zebra mussel larvae 
quickly grow little hair-like fins as 
they enter their next stage of life, free-
swimming veligers. Within weeks the 
tiny veligers find a suitable surface to 

attach to, where they stick themselves 
and begin to grow into what we think of 

as a zebra mussel.

ANY WAY TO STOP THEM?
No. Once a population of zebra mussels 
has become established in a water body, 
there is very little to be done to remove 
them. Prevention, therefore, is the best 
way to keep a water body clean of zebra 
mussels. Because they reproduce by 
spewing veligers into the water, zebra 
mussels can spread quickly with its microscopic 
offspring. They can catch a ride on any hard 
surface, including your boat or your fish tank to 
move to different waters or into municipal water 
systems.

For more info on how to keep AIS out of our state, visit  wgfd.wyo.gov/Fishing-and-Boating/Aquatic-Invasive-Species-Prevention
Zebra mussel information credits: the National Park Service, USGS and lakes.grace.edu/what-are-zebra-mussels and http://bioweb.uwlax.edu/bio203/2010/kubicek_alli/index.htm


