
TRANSPORTING AND DISPOSING

CHRONIC WASTING DISEASE

DEER AND ELK

Chronic wasting disease (CWD) can be transmitted 
from CWD-positive animal carcasses harvested by 
hunters that have not been properly disposed of. The 
majority of CWD-positive animals that are harvested 
appear completely normal and healthy. To minimize 
the possibility of transmission, Wyoming’s regulations 
require deer, elk, and moose hunters transport only 
the following items within Wyoming:

 FINISHED TAXIDERMY MOUNTS CLEANED HIDE WITHOUT 
THE HEAD ATTACHED

EDIBLE PORTIONS WITH  
NO PART OF THE SPINAL  

COLUMN OR HEAD

1 2

3 4

 SKULL, SKULL PLATE, OR ANTLERS
 THAT HAVE BEEN CLEANED OF ALL 
MEAT AND BRAIN TISSUE; TEETH

DEER, ELK, AND MOOSE TAKEN IN 
WYOMING MAY BE TRANSPORTED 
WITHIN WYOMING TO A CAMP, 

PRIVATE RESIDENCE FOR PROCESSING, A 
TAXIDERMIST, A PROCESSOR, OR A CWD 
SAMPLE COLLECTION SITE IN WYOMING, 
PROVIDED THE HEAD AND ALL PORTIONS OF 
THE SPINAL COLUMN REMAIN AT THE SITE OF 
THE KILL OR SUCH PARTS ARE DISPOSED OF 
IN ANY APPROVED LANDFILL OR APPROVED 
INCINERATOR IN WYOMING.

HUNTERS ARE REMINDED THEY MUST ABIDE BY THE EVIDENCE OF SEX, SPECIES, AND HORN OR ANTLER DEVELOPMENT RETENTION 
REQUIREMENTS AS PER REGULATIONS.  FOR MORE INFORMATION ON CARCASS DISPOSAL VISIT WGFD.WYO.GOV/CWD

 TO MINIMIZE THE POSSIBILITY OF TRANSMISSION, WYOMING’S REGULATIONS REQUIRE 
DEER, ELK, AND MOOSE HUNTERS TRANSPORT ONLY THE FOLLOWING ITEMS WITHIN WYOMING: 
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Nothing in this section shall apply to the transportation or disposal of deer, elk, and moose 
taken by any governmental agency or educational institution.

CHRONIC WASTING DISEASE INFORMATION

Chronic wasting disease (CWD) is a fatal disease of the central nervous system 
in mule deer, white-tailed deer, elk, and moose. Special regulations were adopted 
by the Wyoming Game and Fish Department to decrease the spread of the disease. 
Details about CWD, where it exists in Wyoming, and testing for the disease are 
provided on the Game and Fish website. For more information on CWD or to check 
your CWD sample results, please visit: wgfd.wyo.gov/cwd. Hunters wanting to 
collect lymph nodes from their harvested deer, elk, or moose for CWD testing can 
watch a video on how to do so at: Wyoming Game and Fish Department - Lymph 
node removal video.

Most animals infected with CWD show no clinical signs early on, but as the disease 
progresses (> 1 year), animals will begin to show weight loss, reluctance to move, 
excessive salivation, droopy ears, increased drinking and urinating, lethargy, and 
eventually death. Not all animals will show the typical signs of CWD.  The majority 
of all hunter-harvested CWD-positive animals appear completely normal. The only 
way to know whether your harvested animal has CWD is to have it tested.

TRANSPORTATION AND DISPOSAL

IMPORTATION

A

C

D

of Deer, Elk, and Moose Taken within Wyoming – Chronic Wasting Disease (CWD) Regulations

of Deer, Elk, or Moose Taken From Outside of Wyoming

Deer, elk, and moose taken in Wyoming may be transported within Wyoming to a camp, a 
private residence for processing, a taxidermist, a processor, or a CWD sample collection site 
in Wyoming, provided the head and all portions of the spinal column remain at the site of the 
kill or such parts are disposed of in any approved landfill or approved incinerator in Wyoming.  

Deer, elk, or moose taken from within any other state, province or country may only be imported 
into Wyoming if carcasses are transported directly to a private residence for processing, to 
a taxidermist, to a processor, or to a CWD sample collection site provided the head and all 
portions of the spinal column are disposed of in an approved landfill or incinerator.

Except as provided above, only the following parts of any deer, elk, or moose taken in 
Wyoming may be transported in Wyoming:  edible portions with no part of the spinal 
column or head attached; cleaned hide without the head; skull or skull plate or antlers that 
have been cleaned of all meat and brain tissue; teeth; or, finished taxidermy mounts.    

Only the following parts of any deer, elk, or moose taken in Wyoming may be transported 
to other states, provinces or countries: edible portions with no part of the spinal column 
or head; cleaned hide without the head; skull or skull plate or antlers that have been 
cleaned of all meat and brain tissue; teeth; or finished taxidermy mounts. Whole deer, 
elk, and moose carcasses  shall not be transported out of Wyoming.

For information on the Wyoming CWD Management Plan visit wgfd.wyo.gov/cwd. The information provided in this brochure is a direct action of the Wyoming CWD Management Plan.
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