FIVE
ICE TIPS

PRACTICE ICE SAFETY

1. CHECK THICKNESS

Contact a local bait shop or sporting goods
store to ask about ice conditions and
then check once you get there. The rough
guidelines for clear, new solid ice are:
• 2 inches – Stay off
• 4 inches – OK for ice fishing or other
activities on foot
• Check the thickness of the ice every 100
to 150 feet.
• Never take any vehicles, snowmobiles
or ATVs onto the ice.

2. BE SURE IT’S SAFE

• Avoid pressure ridges in the ice and
large cracks that can emerge in a lake
• Clear ice is stronger than white ice,
which has frozen, thawed and refrozen
and is not always stable
• White ice can also be from air bubbles
or frozen snow and is much weaker
than clear ice. For white ice, double the
recommended thickness.

3. REMEMBER

No matter your preparation and
ice conditions, ice should never be
considered 100 percent safe. Be prepared
and cautious at all times.

4. BUDDY SYSTEM

Anglers should never fish alone. Always
fish with someone else and be certain to
let a friend know where you are going.

5. STAY WARM

To prevent hypothermia if an ice fishing
accident does occur, pack an extra set of
clothes and hot liquids.

What else should I know?
Fluctuating water levels in reservoirs and wind impact ice
conditions and can create dangerous ice conditions. Be
aware of recent weather conditions and temperatures and
scout out the lake you wish to fish for overflow, wet areas,
and open water. With variable ice conditions across the state
and rapidly changing conditions, anglers are urged to call
their regional office to inquire about ice conditions.
Game and Fish discourages driving any motorized vehicle
on a frozen lake as well as ice fishing on rivers and or other

moving water that has frozen over. Remember to wear a
lifejacket or personal flotation device and carry ice safety
picks. Ice cleats are also a good idea. Keep a throw rope
handy in case someone falls in.

Anglers venturing on fishing trips this winter should also
keep in mind the Fishing Regulations and the Special Winter
Ice Fishing Provisions, available on the Game and Fish
website at wgfd.wyo.gov, regional offices and Cheyenne
Headquarters.

Contact Game & Fish
Cheyenne Headquarters: 1-800-842-1934
Casper Regional Office: 1-800-233-8544
Cody Regional Office: 1-800-654-1178
Green River Regional Office: 1-800-843-8096
Jackson Regional Office: 1-800-423-4113
Lander Regional Office: 1-800-654-7862
Laramie Regional Office: 1-800-843-2352
Pinedale Regional Office: 1-800-452-9107
Sheridan Regional Office: 1-800-331-9834

