
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Welcome to the 2018 Laramie Region Angler Newsletter! We had another great 

year managing the diverse aquatic resources that Southeast Wyoming supports, and 

this letter highlights some events from 2017.  Last summer was hot and dry, but 

most reservoirs went into winter with good water levels.  Lets hope adequate snow-

pack leads to good river flows and full lakes in 2018.  The Laramie Region provides 

many angling opportunities, from trout in alpine waters to crappie in prairie wa-

ters—make sure to get out this year to fish a new water or catch a new species.     

 

As always, please feel free to contact us with any comments or questions about the 

aquatic resources in southeast Wyoming. Your input is important to us as we man-

age these resources for you, the people of Wyoming. You’ll find all of our contact 

info on the last page of this newsletter. Thanks for a great 2017 and happy fishing in 

2018! 
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Snow Fence Installed to Decrease Winterkill at Gelatt Lake 
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Safety Should be First Priority When Ice Fishing 

The Wyoming Game and Fish Department advises anglers to use ex-

treme caution while venturing out ice fishing, especially during the 

early season and during warmer winter temperatures. Ice on many 

waters may not be safe. 

 
For safe fishing, ice should be at least four inches thick. Anglers should 

take special efforts to check the thickness of the ice every 100 to 150 

feet. Avoid fissures in the ice and significant sized cracks that can 

emerge in a lake. Clear ice is stronger than cloudy or white ice, which 

has frozen, thawed and refrozen and is not always stable. White ice 

can also be from air bubbles or frozen snow and is much weaker than 

clear ice. For white ice, double the recommended thickness. 

 
Wind and fluctuating water levels in reservoirs can impact ice and cre-

ate dangerous conditions. Be aware of recent weather conditions and 

temperatures and scout out the lake you wish to fish for overflow, wet 

areas, and open water. With variable ice conditions across the state 

and rapidly changing conditions, anglers are urged to call their regional 

office to inquire about ice conditions. 

 
While ice fishing, prioritizing safety is key to preventing accidental 

drowning. Game and Fish discourages driving any motorized vehicle on 

a frozen lake as well as ice fishing on rivers and or other moving water 

that has frozen over. Anglers should never fish alone; always fish with 

some-one else. Remember to wear a lifejacket or personal flotation 

device and carry an ice pick. To prevent hypothermia if an ice fishing 

accident does occur, pack an extra set of clothes and hot liquids. 

 
Anglers going on fishing trips this winter should also keep in mind the 

Fishing Regulations and the Special Winter Ice Fishing Provisions, avail-

able on the Game and Fish website and at Game and Fish offices. For 

more information, call (307) 745-4046. 

The Laramie Plains Lakes are susceptible to trout winterkill 

events which occur when dissolved oxygen levels in lakes 

become too low to support fish. 

 
Laramie Region Fisheries Supervisor Bobby Compton says a 

“perfect storm” happens when snow accumulates on the 

ice, preventing light from penetrating to the water, which 

causes aquatic plants to die and decompose. Available oxy-

gen in a lake is depleted during this process and fish deaths 

quickly follow. 

 
In an attempt to decrease the risk of winterkill at Gelatt 

Lake, the Laramie Region Fish Management Crew installed 

750 feet of snow fence along the south and southwest 

banks of the lake. Volunteers from the Izaak Walton League 

assisted with the project. 

 
Fisheries managers hope the new fence will decrease the 

amount of snow accumulating on the ice and protect the 

lake from winterkill. 



          Ice Fishing Tournaments  
 

January in the Laramie Region means ice fishing and ice fishing 

derbies. Three separate tournaments were held at Lake Hattie, 

Saratoga Lake and Crystal and Granite Reservoirs in January. 

 

Overall fishing success was low at Lake Hattie, as it usually is 

during the ice fishing derby, but the winning fish was a 23 inch 

and 4.96 pound rainbow trout. The fishing was better at Saratoga 

Lake as most participants reported catching good numbers of 
rainbow trout. The annual Saratoga Ice Fishing Derby was held 

on January 21 and 22, 2017, on Saratoga Lake. The weather was 

perfect and most anglers caught a couple of fish. The Saratoga 

Chamber of Commerce hosted the event and reported that 699 

people were registered including 77 “small fry” competitors. 

One $5000 tagged fish and 5 “bounty” fish were caught, and 

there were prizes awarded for hourly winners and a small fry 

winner. Laramie fisheries biologists Bobby Compton and Steve 

Gale conducted hundreds of creel surveys. Information from 

these surveys will help fisheries managers make future manage-

ment decisions. West Rawlins Game Warden Teal Joseph as-

sisted Saratoga Game Warden Biff Burton with compliance 

checks and creel surveys during the tournament. 
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   Times are good at Wheatland Reservoir #3 
 

When times are good at Wheatland Reservoir #3 they are very good. This reservoir suf-

fers during drought conditions as water level decreases.  However, adequate precipitation 

in recent years has kept water at beneficial levels for fish. 
 

When full, Wheatland #3 is the largest reservoir in the Laramie Region at over 4,700 sur-

face acres. It has a maximum depth of 50 feet and an average depth of 15 feet. Access to 

private lands owned by the Wheatland Irrigation District around the lake is provided 

through an agreement with the Wyoming Game and Fish Department. Large public areas 

around the lake are owned by the Bureau of Land Management. Facilities are managed by 

the Wyoming Game and Fish Department as a Public Access Area. 
 

Since the most recent filling in 2009, Wheatland #3 has developed into one of the most 

productive and popular fishing destinations in southeast Wyoming. It’s known for large 

trout, many of which are well over 20 inches in length. The current fisheries management 

consists of stocking 80,000 seven-inch rainbow trout and 7,500 brown trout annually. Tiger 

trout were stocked in 2017 and will be stocked again in 2020. Walleye are not stocked, but 

can be found in the lake.  Wheatland Reservoir #2 has a limited Walleye population and no 

public access.  When water is delivered from #2 to #3 Walleye come with the water and have established a population in #3.  
 

One way managers evaluate a fishery is interviewing anglers to determine several “catch” statistics. These creel surveys provide valu-

able information into how a fishery is performing and if it meets the objectives set by managers. Game wardens frequently interview 

anglers during routine patrols and provide fishery biologist with the data. Three hundred ninety angler interviews were conducted at 

Wheatland Reservoir #3 from January through November in 2017. 

Residency was almost evenly split between resident anglers and non-

resident anglers. 
Anglers reported catching three species of game fish (1 brown trout, 

350 rainbow trout and 27 walleye). They reported keeping 61 percent 

of the trout they caught. The average trout catch rate was 0.19 fish/ 

hour, meaning on average one fish was caught for every 5 hours of 

fishing. This catch rate is relatively slow, but consistent with lakes with 

large fish. The highest catch rates were in March and October, when 

anglers caught 0.40 fish/hour.  Overall, the opportunity for anglers to 

catch large trout has made Wheatland # 3 a popular destination fishery 

in southeast Wyoming. 



Fish biologists are expecting good catch rates for black 

crappie and walleye at Hawk Springs Reservoir in 2018, 

with May and June being the best time for anglers to try 

their luck. 
 

Hawk Springs Reservoir is a shallow 1,280 surface acre 

lowland reservoir with an average depth of 10 feet. Public 

access is through the Hawk Springs State Recreation Area, 

which has 24 camp sites, comfort stations and accommoda-

tions for trailers. A boat ramp and parking area are also 

available. The park is operated by Wyoming State Parks, 

the water storage is controlled by the Hawk Springs Con-
servation District and the fishery is managed by the Wyo-

ming Game and Fish Department. Hawk Springs Reservoir 

is managed primarily for black crappie, channel catfish and 

walleye. Anglers can also catch largemouth bass and an 

occasional yellow perch. Because natural reproduction is 

limited for walleye and channel catfish, the Game and Fish 

Department stocks about 40,000 (2-3 inch) walleye and 2,500 (5-6 inch) channel catfish in the reservoir each year. 
 

Walleye fishing usually picks up after ice-off in March and remains consistent through June. Crappie fishing picks up in May, and catfish 

can be caught at consistent rates throughout the year. General statewide daily creel and possession limits apply at Hawk Springs Reser-

voir, so consult the 2018 Wyoming Fishing Regulations for any 

additional information. 
From boat angler interviews collected by Game and Fish person-

nel in May and June 2017. Eighty-four percent of anglers fishing 

from boats were targeting walleye, and 10 percent were after 

black crappie. Fewer black crappie were caught by boat anglers 

in 2017 than compared to 2016. May walleye fishing was good 

for boat anglers as they caught 1.13 walleye for every hour 

fished. 
 

In addition to angler interviews, the reservoir is sampled every 

September using a variety of nets to assess general abundance of 

game fish species and to evaluate length, weight and overall fish 

condition. This information helps fish biologists adjust stocking 

rates or fishing regulations if needed. The average length of wall-

eye was 15.9 inches with 60 percent of those captured exceed-

ing 15 inches. The average size of black crappie was 10 inches. 

Both small and adult gizzard shad were captured, indicating a 

healthy forage base for game fish species, which was reflected in 

the healthy appearance of all game fish. The largest game fish 

captured was a 22 inch, 4 pound walleye. 

Hawk Springs Reservoir Won’t Disappoint 
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The Laramie Region presented three fishing workshops last 

summer that offered tips on where and how to fish. Dubbed 

“Tacklin’ the Basics of Fishing,” workshops were held in Lara-

mie, Torrington and Cheyenne. 
 

“These workshops are designed to give anglers information 

about the great fishing opportunities that can be found not far 

from their homes, or to learn more about the waters where 

you already fish,” said Robin Kepple, information specialist for 

the Laramie Region. 
 

A fisheries biologist presented a slideshow at each workshop 

to help anglers learn about the local fishing spots near their 

towns; the history of fish stocking in these water bodies; com-

mon angling tactics for various fish species; best times of year 

to fish and more. Following the slide show presentation, par-

ticipants joined WGFD personnel for a few hours of fishing at each workshop. 
 

 “We held one of these workshops in Wheatland in 2016 and now we’re offering them in other communities throughout the region,” 

Kepple said. “Each workshop will be unique to that community’s local fisheries, so anglers may want to attend more than one if they 

have interest in learning about new fisheries in other areas.”  Be on the lookout for the 2018 Workshops in your area! 

 

Workshops offer tips about fishing in southeast WY 
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Conversations heard from the field... 
 

I only fish on days that end in “Y”  
 

Max: What kind of music should you listen to while fishing? 

Nick: Beats me. 

Max: Something catchy!  
Eddy: How do you communicate with a fish? 

Russ: I don’t know. 

Eddy: Drop it a line!  



Anglers, the long-awaited spring fishing season is finally here! After 

enduring the long, cold winter, you are probably more than ready to 

enjoy the spring thaw and try your luck on the water. The Game 

and Fish Department knows exactly how you feel and we’re hoping 

to get your fishing season started off right. 8-10 inch catchable rain-

bow trout are stocked in Sloans Lake and Lake Absarraca in Chey-

enne and Huck Finn Pond in Laramie. 
 

Sloans and Absarraca each receive more than 2,000 fish, and 1,000 

are stocked in Huck Finn Pond. Please remember, Huck Finn Pond 

provides fishing for children ages 13 and under only. Sloans and 

Absarraca will be stocked again with trout in the fall when water 

temperatures cool and Huck Finn will be stocked a couple more 

times before July. 
 

Lots of factors are considered before fish are stocked, such as available habitat, water temperature and angler use. Generally, stock-

ing of catchable-sized trout is done in waters with high use, low productivity and/or seasonal water temperatures that limit trout 

growth or survival. Smaller size trout (< 8 inches) are stocked in more productive waters and/or with better year-round tempera-

tures for trout survival. 

Spring fishing opportunities! 
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Channel catfish stocked in Sloans Lake 

 
Fish culturists and biologists stocked 2,500 channel catfish in Sloans Lake in 

Cheyenne in early May. The Game and Fish Department traded 24,000 rain-

bow trout with the State of Arkansas and received 70,000 catfish in return. 

 
The catfish were stocked in 20 lakes across the state. Biologists sorted 

through them to ensure no unwanted species were mixed in. The 6-inch 

catfish will grow about an inch a month during the summer. 



There are many fish species native to the 

Laramie Region that you may not be aware of. 

Fish like the Brassy Minnow, Johnny Darter, 

and Longnose Dace can be found everywhere 

from our largest rivers to our smallest 

streams. These fish, while rarely seen by an-

glers, are important for maintaining balance in 

our aquatic ecosystems and can be an impor-

tant link in the food chain for bigger fish.  

 
The Wyoming Game and Fish Department is 

tasked with monitoring and managing these 

species to ensure healthy fisheries throughout 

the state. In order to effectively monitor 

these species, we use specialized gear and 

focus on unique habitat types such as weedy 

backwaters, shallow riffles, and small tributar-

ies. 

 

In 2017, our statewide Aquatic Assessment 

Crew kicked off a multi-year project to sam-

ple the nongame fish of the North Platte River 

from Colorado to Nebraska. This season 

found the crew sampling between Seminoe 

Reservoir and the Treasure Island Access on the North Platte River. The crew is using different sampling gears to look in all habitat 

types for these discrete fishes. Throughout the summer, a total of 8,440 fish, of 15 different species, were sampled. Two species of 

special concern for the state, the Brassy Minnow and Bigmouth Shiner, were found in the North Platte River, and the Brassy Minnow 

appeared to be doing well! The most common nongame species sampled were the Longnose Dace, Brook Stickleback, and Johnny 

Darter. Unfortunately, the Brook Stickleback, an aquatic invasive species, appears to be common and widespread throughout the 

river. 

This project will continue for at least two more years as the Aquatic 

Assessment Crew finishes sampling throughout the North Platte River 

Basin. The results will provide us with a snap shot of how the different 

species are distributed and roughly how abundant they are. We can then 

compare this survey to past and future efforts to make sure these im-

portant little fish maintain their role in our rivers and streams. 
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Assessment of native nongame fish in the North Platte River 
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Endangered Wyoming Toads released near Laramie 

 
A two-day celebration was held in late May to recognize the endangered Wyoming Toad and to release 900 toads into wetlands in 

the Laramie area. The Game and Fish Department joined the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, landowners, volunteers and others in the 

project. The toads were bred in captivity and released into their native habitat. After being declared extinct in the 1980s, the Wyo-

ming toad was rediscovered near Laramie in 1987. Today they remain one of the most endangered amphibians in North America. 

The toads are susceptible to a fungus disease, some pesticides and certain irrigation practices that alter their habitat. About 900 toads 

were also released around Laramie in May of 2016. The toads are embedded with a tracking device to help biologists monitor them 

and track their survival.  

Eclipse AIS  

In response to a projected increase of 

out-of-state boaters during Wyoming’s 

solar eclipse on August 21, the WGFD 

Aquatic Invasive Species Program con-

ducted inspections on watercraft enter-

ing the state from August 17 through 

August 21. A total of 94 WGFD per-

sonnel worked at check stations during 

the eclipse weekend, working over 

2,500 hours through the 5-day period.  

A total of 2,473 watercraft inspections 

were conducted, 175 high risk inspec-

tions were conducted, and 35 water-

craft required decontamination.  The 

greatest number of inspections were 

conducted at the Evanston I-80 check 

station (533 inspections), followed by 

Cheyenne I-25 (179).  Luckily, no wa-

tercraft were intercepted with attached 

mussels. 



The Laramie Fisheries Management Crew completed spring surveys on 

most of the Laramie Plains Lakes during the month of April. None of the 

lakes experienced any winterkill issues this year. Nice sized fish are pre-

sent in all the lakes and anglers are enjoying great fishing. 

 

Diamond Lake – The return of this fishery is creating a huge amount of 

anticipation in the region. Water was added last summer and fish stock-

ing resumed. The fish stocked last year have reached 14 inches and fish 

will continue to grow. Addition of more water is planned for this year. 

Alsop Lake – Rainbow trout and Cutthroat trout stocked in 2016 have 
reached nearly 16 inches in length. 

Meeboer Lake – The expanded aeration system continues to perform 

well and the lake is entering the fifth year without a winterkill. Cutthroat 

trout and Rainbow trout are now stocked annually to provide a variety 

of species of fish for anglers. 

 

Twin Buttes Reservoir – Many of the Rainbow trout exceed 18 inches. Brown trout stocking has resumed and Bear River Cutthroat 

trout stocking is planned for the future. 

Gelatt Lake – Fish survived the winter at Gelatt Lake and a few fish from the previous year were captured in spring netting. Rainbow 

and cutthroat trout stocked in 2016 have already grown to nearly 17 inches. 

Wheatland Reservoir # 3 – The reservoir started filling in 2009 and has become an important regional fishery. Catches of fish over 

20 inches are common. Walleye catches are also common. 

Lake Hattie – Lake Hattie is one of the most diverse fisheries in southeast Wyoming. Anglers enjoy catching Brown trout, Bear River 

cutthroat, Kokanee salmon, Yellow perch, Rainbow trout and even a few Brook trout. Fish stocking includes 80,000 Rainbow trout, 

50,000 Kokanee, 20,000 Bear River cutthroat and 5,000 Brown trout  
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Fish sampling in the Laramie Plains Lakes 

Platte Valley Team wins award for cooperation 

 

 

 

Laramie Region Aquatic 

Habitat Biologist Christina 

Barrineau, Trout Unlimited’s 

North Platte Project Man-

ager Jeff Streeter, and Bu-

reau of Land Management 

Hydrologist Kelly Owens 

were awarded Cooperators 

of the Year by the Saratoga 

Encampment Rawlins Con-

servation District Board. 

Along with district employ-

ees, the three have devel-

oped into a solid team work-

ing on river restoration, 

riparian habitat enhancement 

and fish passage projects 
throughout the Upper 

North Platte River water-

shed. Congratulations, Kelly, 

Jeff and Christina! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
There were several fishing tournaments at Grayrocks in June and fisher-

men reported high catch rates. Several walleye were reported in the 5-

pound range, as well as multiple fish in the 7-pound range. The Laramie 

Region fish management crew sampled Grayrocks Reservoir to assess the 

Smallmouth Bass population and to transplant Gizzard Shad to Wheatland 

Reservoir #1. Smallmouth Bass continue to be abundant and provide bank 

and boat anglers a species to catch almost any time of the day. Sixty-two 

shad adult were transplanted, to Wheatland Reservoir #1 with the goal of 

improving Walleye body condition, by providing forage from young-of-year 

shad. 

Fishing At Grayrocks  
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Encampment River Trout  

 

 

 

 

 
The Laramie Region Fisheries Management crew 

completed a mark/recapture trout estimate on 

the Encampment River at the Baggot Rocks area. 
The Encampment River continues to support an 

impressive abundance of quality sized Rainbow 

and Brown Trout. The largest caught during the 

estimate was 25.9 inches and 7.4 pounds. The 

estimate for all trout > 6 inches was 1,732 per 

mile. Thanks to Jeff Streeter of Trout Unlimited 

and Saratoga Game Warden Biff Burton for their 

assistance. 



 
The Laramie Region Fisheries Man-

agement crew sampled area fisheries 

in July as part of their annual survey-

ing to determine fish numbers and 

growth rates. At lake Hattie, Yellow 

Perch abundance was high with the 

average length approximately 10 

inches. The largest perch was 13 

inches and weighed 1.46 pounds. 

Bear River Cutthroat and Rainbow 

Trout both averaged about 18-19 

inches. The two largest fish (Bear 

River Cutthroat and Brown Trout) 

caught were both 6 pounds. The 

crew also conducted a trout popula-

tion estimate on the North Platte 

River, Pick Bridge section near Saratoga. Brown and Rainbow Trout are doing well in this section 

of the river downstream of Saratoga, with an abundant population of trout less than 6 inches. 

The average size of both Brown and Rainbow Trout captured during the estimate was about 12 

inches for both species. The estimate for all trout > 6 inches was 2,124 per mile.  

Laramie Region Spotlight: Lake Hattie and North Platte River 
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Fisheries biologist retires after 41 years 

Laramie Region Fisheries Biologist Lee McDonald retired from the Wyo-

ming Game and Fish Department on Aug. 4 after 41 years of dedicated 

service. 
 

McDonald graduated from Colorado State University with a degree in fish-

eries biology. He began his Game and Fish career as a fisheries biologist 

aide in Casper. His first permanent position with the department was as a 

fish culturist at the Clarks Fork Hatchery. He was promoted to assistant 

superintendent at the Story Hatchery in 1986 and to superintendent at 
Clarks Fork in 1992. In 1997 he transferred to superintendent of the Como 

Bluff Hatchery. When the Como Bluff facility closed in June 2006, Lee 

transferred to his current position as a regional fisheries biologist in Lara-

mie. 
 

Throughout his career McDonald has been known for his perpetually posi-

tive can-do attitude and his enthusiasm for working with and communicat-

ing with the public. He served as a member of the Hunting & Fishing Heri-

tage Expo planning committee for many years and worked at the Expo in 

Casper every year. 
 

McDonald is a member of the American Fisheries Society and a long-time 

member of the Lion’s Club. As a club member he has done a great deal 

of community service and has served in leadership roles, including Dis-

trict Governor of Lions of Wyoming. The Laramie Plains Lions Club 

awarded McDonald their Melvin Jones Fellow for Dedicated Humanitar-

ian Services in 2007 and the club’s President’s Volunteer Service Award 

in 2007. McDonald was also honored with the Game and Fish Depart-

ment’s Peer Recognition Award for the Laramie Region in 2009. 
In the photo at left, McDonald took his final voyage to the Snowy Range 

in a red shirt to stock brook trout in Firebox, North Banner and Cas-

cade lakes, and Arctic grayling into Dipper Lake. 
Lee and his wife, Susan, plan to split their time between Laramie and 

their new home in Florida where they’ll pursue their passion for ocean 

cruises. 



 

 

 
Every year the Laramie Aquatics Team, 

which consists of the Fish Management 

Crew, Aquatic Invasive Species, and 

Aquatic Habitat participate in educational 

programs around the Laramie Region.  In 

2017 the Laramie AIS Crew conducted 

15 educational programs at regional 

schools.  In addition, they participated in 

a field day for 2nd graders at Huck Finn 

Pond in Laramie.  The Laramie Aquatic 

Habitat Biologist conducted two pro-

grams focused on aquatic macroinverte-

brates and stream health in Cheyenne 

and displayed the stream trailer at Super 

Days in Cheyenne. The Laramie Fish 

Management Crew participated at an 

education day at Curt Gowdy State Park 

and one at Saratoga Lake.  They also had 

a native fish display at the Goshen 

County Ag Expo and did three other 

education programs for Laramie day 

cares and elementary schools. 

Education events are an important annual activity 
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The Laramie Region Habitat and 

Access crew installed a new boat 

dock at Hog Park Reservoir. The 

previous dock was in poor condi-

tion and in need of replacement.  

The Wyoming Game and Fish 

Deparment worked closely with 

the U.S. Forest Service to secure 

funding and purchase a new dock. 

It was delivered to the reservoir 
by Wyoming Game and Fish per-

sonnel and was installed in a joint 

effort with the U.S. Forest Ser-

vice. This dock creates new fish-

ing opportunities and lake access 

to the public, as well as improving 

the public’s ability to launch wa-

tercraft. 

New dock at Hog Park 



An accident on Interstate 25 caused diesel fuel to spill 

into Lake Absarraca on August 11. The lake was im-

mediately closed to public access and fishing. Person-

nel from the Laramie Fisheries Management crew 

responded to determine if there were any impacts to 

fish populations. Fish appeared to be unharmed by the 

spill. The Cheyenne Board of Public Utilities removed 

contaminated soil near the edge of the lake and diesel 

fuel from the surface of the lake. With the coordina-
tion of the Department of Environmental Quality and 

Laramie County Health Department, the City of 

Cheyenne Board of Public Utilities reopened Lake 

Absarraca on August 25. Lake Absarraca contains 

bluegill, yellow perch, pumpkin seed, channel catfish, 

largemouth bass, black crappie, rainbow trout and 

cutthroat trout. 

Fish unharmed during Lake Absarraca fuel spill 

Wyoming Flycasters grant helps Encampment River 

The Wyoming Game and Fish Department received a $5,000 grant from Wyoming Flycasters to assist with fish passage and aquatic 

habitat projects on the Encampment River. “The Wyoming Game and Fish Department is grateful to partner with the Wyoming Fly-

casters to help continue with habitat enhancement and fish passage projects in the Encampment River Watershed. We appreciate the 

Wyoming Flycasters’ funds towards these important habitat restoration efforts,” said Christina Barrineau, Aquatic Habitat Biologist 

for the Laramie Region. 
 

The Encampment River faces many challenges, including irrigation diversion dams, research weirs, climate change, browsing pressure 

in riparian habitats, atrisk aspen communities, undersized road culverts which impede fish passage, and cumulative impacts from his-

toric tie drives, channelization, land use activities, and mining. As a result, numerous habitat projects have occurred in the Encamp-

ment River Watershed over the past several years, including channel restoration below Riverside and fish passage projects that in-

volve cobble push-up dam replace-

ments and removal of old weirs. The 

Flycasters grant money was used to 

pay for projects that were con-

structed in 2016. 
 

Wyoming Flycasters has supported 

additional collaborative aquatic pro-

jects with Game and Fish in recent 

years. Projects include: the Wyoming 

Flycasters Memorial Access Project 

to enhance fishing access and oppor-

tunity along the North Platte River; 

donations to Access Yes, a program 

facilitating the partnership between 

landowners and the department to 

create public hunting and fishing ac-

cess on private land; and the Water 
Level Loggers project to support 

restoring stream channels, improving 

fish passage, and managing water and 

riparian areas statewide. Further-

more, Wyoming Flycasters contrib-

uted significant funds to the LaBarge 

Creek Fish Passage Project to im-

prove passage on seven tributaries to 

upper LaBarge Creek. 
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Rainbow Trout and Kokanee Salmon look good at Rob Roy Reservoir 

The Laramie Region Fisheries Management crew sam-

pled Rob Roy Reservoir at established floating and sink-

ing gill net sites in August.  There were abundant rain-

bow trout in the 12-14 inch range, especially in the 

floating gill nets. Usually during standard sampling one 

or two large brown trout are captured. However, this 

year seven brown trout ranging in length from 18-24 

inches were captured. In October, using mid-water 

curtain gill nets at three depths, surface, 20 feet and 40 

feet, biologists sought to better understand the sexual 
development and distribution of Kokanee salmon in the 

reservoir.  One undeveloped Kokanee was collected in 

deep water, and five ripe males and one ripe female 

were collected in shallow water. Kokanee averaged 12 

inches and appeared in good condition.   With contin-

ued  stocking, the larger and older year-classes of Ko-

kanee should begin to be caught more, especially from 

boat anglers.   
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AIS Inspection Summary 

The Laramie Region Aquatic Invasive Species (AIS) program contin-

ued its focus on outreach, watercraft inspections, and monitoring in 

2017. Watercraft check stations were operated from April 29 

through September 17 at three permanent check stations at Chey-

enne I-25 Welcome Center, Cheyenne I-80 Port of Entry (POE) and 

Laramie Highway 287 POE to inspect watercraft entering the state. 

Roving crews also conducted inspections at regional waters on a 

rotating basis.  A total of 9,014 watercraft inspections were con-

ducted over 167 days. A total of 1,405 high risk inspections were 

conducted and 127 watercraft required decontamination.  The ma-

jority of decontaminations (127) were performed on watercraft 

with standing water in the motor.  

 

There were two watercraft intercepted with suspected zebra or quagga mussels attached and were completely decontaminated; on 

all watercraft the suspect AIS were determined to be dead and not viable.  Suspect mussel infested watercraft originated from Kansas 

and Michigan.  These watercraft were destined for Washington and Wyoming. The watercraft headed into Wyoming had not been in 

the water in three years and was coming from Lake Milford next launching on Lake DeSmet, Wyoming.  

 

A total of 1,582 watercraft (17.6%) entered a check station with an intact seal, indicating the watercraft had been previously in-

spected.  All watercraft must display an aquatic invasive species decal prior to launch in Wyoming waters.  A total of 2,824 (42%) of 
watercraft next launching in Wyoming did not have a valid AIS decal at the time of inspection. The majority of watercraft inspected in 

the region were motorized (69.7%), with lesser non-motorized use (30.3%). Based on registration state of inspected watercraft or 

trailer, inspection of non-resident boats (78.9%) was greater than by resident boaters (21.1%). Inspected watercraft came from all 50 

states and two Canadian provinces.     

 

The top 10 waters boaters had last been at prior to inspection include Grayrocks Reservoir, WY, Glendo Reservoir, WY, 

Horsetooth Reservoir, CO, Boyd Lake, CO, Chatfield Reservoir, CO, Hawk Springs Reservoir, WY, North Platte River, WY, 

Granite Reservoir, WY, Guernsey Reservoir, WY, and Lake McConaughy, NE. Boaters indicated they had been to 815 different 

waters in 50 states, and 2 Canadian provinces, prior to inspection in Wyoming.  Of those, Colorado, Nebraska, Texas, Arizona 

and Utah received the highest visitation.  Overall, 60% of watercraft inspected were last used out of state. Of the last waters 

visited, 394 are considered suspect or positive for zebra/quagga mussels.   

 

Monitoring in the Laramie Region was conducted on 15 waters in 2017.  Plankton tows and water quality surveys were conducted at 

55 sites to detect larval (veliger) mussels and to document temperature, pH, dissolved oxygen, conductivity, water clarity, calcium 

and hardness. Shoreline surveys were conducted at 16 sites to detect juvenile and adult mussels, crayfish, clams, snails, and aquatic 

plants. No zebra or quagga mussels were detected by plankton tow monitoring or shoreline surveys in 2017.   

 
 

 

 



As part of ongoing efforts to maintain Chey-

enne’s water system, the City of Cheyenne 

Board of Public Utilities (Board) will be remov-

ing sediment in the Lower North Crow Reser-

voir at the John and Annie Woodhouse Recrea-

tion and Wildlife Habitat Area located about 27 

miles northwest of Cheyenne.  The Lower 

North Crow Reservoir’s water, used to irrigate 

the City of Cheyenne’s parks, was built it 1911 

and rehabilitated in 1994 and at full capacity 

holds about 32 million gallons of water. 

 

Over the years, silt and sediment has migrated 

downstream and been trapped in Lower North 

Crow Reservoir, decreasing the water storage 

capacity. The silt removal project, which in-

volves removing about 14,000-cubic yards of 

sediment, will restore water storage capacity 

and assist the Wyoming Game and Fish Depart-

ment by improving the aquatic habitat. 

 

With anticipation of this project, the Board has 

partnered with Game and Fish during the planning process. Lowering the reservoir water level benefits the Board by allowing easier 

access for silt removal, and helps the Game and Fish Department by reducing a problematic sucker population. It will also allow eas-

ier access for the installation of a fishing pier for people with disabilities, and improve future aquatic habitats for the benefit of public 

recreation and the reservoir’s ecosystem. Normally, Lower North Crow Reservoir is stocked annually with trout. Trout were not 

stocked this year; but, stocking will resume next year upon completion of the project. The project is expected to start in October 

and continue through December. 

 

Wyoming Game and Fish Department 

stocked more than 3,000 trout at the end 

of September at Lake Absarraca, The lake 

received 1,881 Yellowstone cutthroat 

trout and 1,148 Fall River rainbow trout. 

The cutthroat trout were about 11 

inches in length and the rainbow trout 

were 8 to 9 inches in length. The fish 

were raised at Ten Sleep Fish Hatchery. 
“The Game and Fish Department strives 

to provide ample opportunities to catch a 

variety of species of fish without having 

to travel too far from home, and these 

fish offer great prospects for local an-

glers,” said Robin Kepple, information 

specialist for the department’s Laramie 

Region. Both Lake Absarraca and Sloans 

Lake are stocked with trout twice a year. 

Sloans Lake will receive about 3,000 rain-

bow trout from Speas Fish Hatchery later 

this fall. 

Lower North Crow Reservoir silt removal project 

Trout stocked in Lake Absarraca in Cheyenne 
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A fish passage project on a tributary to the 

North Platte River near Encampment will make 

it easier for fish to move upstream to spawn 

without obstacles. 
 

The Big Creek Fish Passage project involved 

installing a rock ramp “fishway” to help trout 

and native fish species move upstream past the 

existing Henry and Casteel Diversion Dam on 

Big Creek. The diversion dam, located on pri-

vately owned Big Creek Ranch, is a concrete 

structure that spans the stream channel and 

has two headgates, with one on each side of 

the river. 
 

Big Creek is a wild trout fishery, containing 

brook, brown and rainbow trout, as well as 

native white sucker and longnose dace. It’s also 

an important spawning tributary for brown 

trout and rainbow trout from the North Platte 

River, which move up the stream to lay their 

eggs. 
 

A 2014 study on Big Creek showed that in 

good flow years, adult brown trout may pass 

over the dam, but on low flow years there is not enough water for fish to swim up the steep surface of the dam. In an effort to im-

prove fish passage and increase spawning habitat availability, Aquatic Habitat Biologist Christina Barrineau worked with Big Creek 

Ranch, Green Watershed Restoration and WWC Engineering to design a suitable structure that allows fish to pass while still meeting 

the ranch’s irrigation needs. Left Hand Excavating was contracted to implement the project and substantial funding was provided by 

the Wyoming Wildlife Natural Resource Trust. Other partners include Big Creek Ranch, A Bar A Ranch, Trout Unlimited, U.S. For-

est Service, Saratoga Encampment Rawlins Conservation District, Wyoming Governor’s Big Game License Coalition, and the Bureau 

of Land Management. 
 

The project involved constructing a grouted rock ramp on the downstream side of the dam. The new ramp has a slope of 40 percent 

compared to the previous steep slope of 10 percent. The flatter slope allows for better passage for fish. Strategically placed rocks 

along the ramp provide important resting areas for fish on their way upstream. A large boulder grade control structure was placed 

downstream of the rock ramp fishway to assist in making the flatter stream slope. The project will also allow trout to re-colonize 

areas impacted by last year’s Beaver Creek Fire. 

 

 

Construction began on the Encampment River in mid-

September to improve habitat for trout and other 

species. The Riverside Restoration Phase I project is 

located directly upstream of the Highway 230 bridge 

in Riverside. The project is a continuation of the 

Grand Valley Diversion Replacement that was com-

pleted in 2013. Construction for the season will end in 

mid-October due to brown trout spawning. The 
photo at right shows a rock-constructed riffle struc-

ture at the upstream end of the project. The shallow, 

highly oxygenated water in a riffle is a perfect environ-

ment for the aquatic insects trout eat. Rocks create 

plentiful hiding and resting spots and the deeper water 

downstream gives trout rest and security. 

Big Creek fish passage project to benefit trout 

Encampment River restoration project 
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The Wyoming Game and Fish Department welcomes Fisheries Biologist 

Chance Kirkeeng to the Laramie Region. Kirkeeng replaces Lee McDonald, 

who retired in August.  
 

Kirkeeng is a Wyoming native and has lived in Rawlins, Casper and Buffalo. He 

attended Buffalo High School and began his college career at Northwest Col-

lege in Powell. He gradu-ated from the University of Wyoming in 2013 with a 

Bachelor’s degree in Wildlife and Fisheries Management, and earned a Master’s 

degree at South Dakota State University in 2017.  
 

Kirkeeng knew since eighth grade that he wanted to work for the Game and 

Fish Department. His first position with the department was as a fisheries 

technician in Sheridan during the summers of 2011, 2012 and 2013. He then 

worked as a seasonal employee on the statewide Aquatic Assessment Crew. 

He was hired full time as a fisheries biologist in Laramie in August 2017. In this 

position, he will help manage all the waters in southeast Wyoming for both 

sport and native fish species.  
 

“There are a lot of exceptional fisheries in the Laramie Region and I’m looking 

forward to working with the other Laramie fisheries biologists to manage 

them and continue providing great resources to the public.” he said.  

Kirkeeng and his wife, Kirstie, live in Laramie with their new baby daughter, 

Breigha. 

Fish biologists conducted annual fall sampling at Wheatland Reservoir #3 to monitor the status of trout and walleye populations.  Rain-

bow trout and walleye numbers were high. Average rainbow trout size was 18 inches, and the maximum size was 25 inches. Average 

walleye size was 16 inches, and the maximum size was 26 inches. Both species were in good condition overall.  The crew also exam-

ined stomachs of game fish that died in nets and found primarily invertebrates in trout and small fish in walleye. The fish that could still 

be identified appeared to be mostly small walleye and native darters.  Based on this survey of the reservoir, our biologists are optimis-

tic that the future looks bright for both walleye and trout fishing at Wheatland Reservoir #3.  

The Laramie Region welcomes new fisheries biologist 

Fish study at Wheatland Reservoir #3 
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Wyoming Game and 

Fish Department 
Conserving Wildlife-Serving 

People 

  
Laramie Regional Office 

5289 S. Adams St.  

Laramie, WY 82070 

 

Phone: 307-745-4046  

· June 2, 2018— Fishing Workshop (Cheyenne) and Wyoming’s Free Fish-

ing Day  The Wyoming Game and Fish Commission has declared June 2, 2018 Free 

Fishing Day to coincide with the beginning of the National Fishing and Boating week. 

Residents and nonresidents may fish Wyoming waters (excluding Wind River Indian 

Reservation and Yellowstone National Park) without a fishing license or conservation 

stamp. Free Fishing Day will also coincide with a fishing workshop at Sloans Lake in 

Cheyenne where WGFD employees will be present to help with fishing and provide 

rods to those that don't have them. 

· June 15—Fishing Workshop at Saratoga Lake.    

· August 25—Fishing Workshop at a Laramie area lake.  Location to be deter-

mined.   We’ll keep you posted.   

Important Dates to Remember in 2018 
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We welcome all questions and comments on this newsletter or about the fisheries 

resources within the Laramie Region. Please feel free to contact us or send an 

email to: 

 

Bobby.Compton@wyo.gov (Regional Fisheries Supervisor) 

Steve.Gale@wyo.gov (Fisheries Biologist) 

Chance.Kirkeeng@wyo.gov (Fisheries Biologist) 

Christina.Barrineau@wyo.gov (Aquatic Habitat Biologist) 

Jessica.Rizzuto@wyo.gov (AIS Specialist) 

 




